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Foreword 
 
The Scottish Sensory Centre (SSC) promotes and supports new developments and 
effective practices in the education of children and young people with sensory impairments, 
that is; visual impairment, hearing impairment and deafblind. The SSC has had a number of 
development projects and in deaf education the BSL Glossary Project is currently a unique 
and ground-breaking example of this work. 
 
Since 2005, starting with a small pilot for Maths, the BSL Glossary has enlarged its 
curriculum subject base to include Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Engineering, Astronomy, 
and now Geography and Earth Sciences. From 80 signs (including signed examples and 
definitions) the BSL glossary now holds almost 1,500 terms. None of this work would have 
been possible without the support and generous donations of time and money from many 
organisations and individuals (see Appendix 1). 
 
The current SSC BSL Glossary team consists of: 
• Dr Audrey Cameron, Project Leader, a former Deaf Chemistry teacher. 
• Gary Quinn, Deaf linguist, Heriot Watt University, providing advice about BSL from a 

linguistic perspective. 
• Rachel O’Neill, Lecturer, Deaf Education, Institute for Education, Teaching & 

Leadership, Moray House School of Education, University of Edinburgh.  
• Sheila Mackenzie, Web and Resources Administrator, Scottish Sensory Centre, 

University of Edinburgh. 
• Professor John Ravenscroft, Director of Scottish Sensory Centre and Chair of Childhood 

Visual Impairment, University of Edinburgh. 
 
This team consults with Deaf BSL users who have expertise in the subject matter being 
developed. The process is time intensive, with discussion and development workshops held 
to agree and refine signs before definitions and video clips can be filmed to illustrate 
meaning and usage. 
 
Greater access is now available through the recent launch of the SSC BSL Education App, 
funded by the University of Edinburgh’s Alumni and Development Trust, which will be more 
inclusive for all sensory impaired children and young people as well as for hearing children 
to support their understanding of science and other technical subject matter. 
 

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/about.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professor John Ravenscroft 
Director of Scottish Sensory Centre 
Chair of Childhood Visual Impairment 
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Introduction 
 
In the United Kingdom, approximately 4,900 children of school age are deaf and use British 
Sign Language (BSL) or Sign Supported English (SSE) (CRIDE 2015). These children are 
mostly taught in mainstream settings where their specialist teachers of deaf children 
facilitate communication in class, though very few of these teachers are qualified sign 
language interpreters. There is a real skills gap amongst the professionals currently working 
with this group of sign language users. Specialist teachers of deaf children often provide 
backup lessons in resourced schools to reinforce ideas learnt in the mainstream class. 
Communication support workers also interpret in some mainstream classrooms, although 
very few are qualified and registered as BSL/English interpreters or have the knowledge of 
the subjects (e.g. science) (Cameron, O’Neill and Quinn 2017). 
 
Consequently, there is a great need to support these deaf children and professionals 
working with them. The SSC BSL Glossary was designed to meet this demand. Since 2007, 
nearly 1,500 BSL signs for different mathematical and scientific terms with definitions and 
demonstration videos have been uploaded on the BSL glossary website. 
 

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/list.html 
 

 

Figure 1:  Scottish Sensory Centre's BSL Glossary Website
1
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the SSC BSL Glossary website, each entry provides: 
• a BSL sign in video format for a mathematical or scientific term; 
                                                           
1 Click on the images to take you to the dedicated webpage. 

Figure 2: Snapshot of SIGN video clip for RIVER Figure 3: Snapshot of DEFINITION video clip for RIVER in 
BSL 

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/list.html
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/list.html
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/river.html
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/riverd.html
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• movie that explains the term in BSL;  
• a definition; 
• an example of how the term can be used in BSL within the context of a science 

discussion or experiment.  
 
Written English translations also accompany the BSL movies and many with images used. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Currently, the SSC BSL Glossary website receives approximately 8,000 hits per month 
which typically increases during the week and reduces at the weekends and school 
holidays. 

 

Figure 5:  Google analytics - number of hits. 
The number of hits increased significantly after 8 September 2016 when the Geography glossary was launched 

 
Positive feedback has been received from deaf students and professionals using the BSL 
glossary. They say it is a useful resource not only for professionals, such as teachers of 
deaf children and sign language interpreters, but for deaf students too: 
 

“The Science glossary website helps me a lot. The website is good because it 
encourages us [students] to study independently. It is not difficult to use. It is good to 
read the text to help us to understand questions in English and how to write in English 
for the exams.  It is good to see a resource that is in BSL - my own language.” 

(Deaf pupil, 16 years old) 
 

“When I started teaching deaf students I was quick to notice the lack of science signs, 
and the absence of standardisation of the limited number.  Individual teachers were 
compelled to make up their own signs with the students or relying heavily on 
fingerspelling. There is a vast amount of vocabulary within any science syllabus and 
my level of BSL was not adequate to tackle the creation of new signs, therefore, I was 
exceptionally pleased to be introduced to the Science Signs Glossary. The science 
signs make up a valuable part of my lessons, both for my own preparation beforehand 
and to use as a reference tool during. Using science signs is vital for fluency in 
explanations and discussions. The glossary also allows students to access information 

Figure 4: Snapshot of the BSL EXAMPLE video clip for RIVER 

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/riverjourneye.html
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at home which is a necessity as the language in many science textbooks is not 
appropriately graded.”  

(Science teacher working with deaf children) 
 

 
As of 2015, there was no BSL glossary for Geography or Geology for deaf students and 
their teachers/interpreters studying this topic. Therefore, SSC was delighted to receive 
support from the funders of the Geography and Earth Sciences project, to enable the SSC 
BSL Glossary team to collect and develop terminology in BSL for this subject area.  
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
The aim of the SSC BSL Glossary team was to develop BSL signs for 200+ geography and 
earth sciences terms for use in the education of deaf students within this subject area. 
 
The following was proposed: 
 
1. Collection of Geography/Earth Sciences terms from national curricula. 
2. Two weekend workshops with Deaf scientists (Geography/Earth Sciences) and sign 

linguists with the aim of incorporating 200+ signs. 
3. Evaluation of the new Geography/Earth Sciences signs with wider group. 
4. Filming of new signs for the online BSL glossary (200). 
5. Filming of definition for each term for the online BSL glossary (200). 
6. Filming of some examples for new terms for the online BSL glossary (c.30). 
7. Editing video clips (c.430). 
8. Translation of definition and example video clips from BSL to English (c.230). 
9. Uploading video clips and translation text to the online BSL glossary website and 

App. 
10. Filming and creating online BSL/English questionnaire to evaluate use of new 

section online. 
11. Through the SSC, planning dissemination event with teachers of deaf children, 

educational interpreters and deaf children, possibly at Kingussie, University of 
Edinburgh’s base in the Cairngorms. 

 
 
See Appendix 2 for Project Proposal. 
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Methodology 

1. Development Working Group 

The Development Working Group 
for this project was predominantly 
made up of people from the deaf 
community with expertise in 
geography, geology, geographical 
information systems, ecology, 
chemistry, teaching, deaf educ-
ation and BSL linguistics and 
poetry. Of the seven members of 
the group, five are deaf native 
fluent BSL users and two have 
extensive experience of working 
in BSL. BSL/English interpreters 
were also present to facilitate 
communication. 
 

2. Development of Terms 
 
The identification of appropriate words and terms for development focussed on National 4 & 
5 and GCSE subject syllabuses from across the UK, Geography and Geology textbooks 
and in-depth discussions with subject specialists. Specific topics were highlighted for 
investigation including maps, weather, glaciers, rivers, geographical information 
systems and geology. The key focus in this project was on physical geography to ensure 
alignments with the core interests of the sources of funding. (It is hoped to include human 
geography terminology in the second phase of the project.) The final list of the agreed 
terms is recorded in Tables 1 to 5 (Project Outcomes, pp1-13).  
 
While the initial work has centred on terminology associated with the National 4 & 5 and 
GCSE curriculum, the terms developed can be applied at more advanced levels including 
Highers, A Levels, undergraduate degrees and professional settings. Future project work 
will develop more advanced terminology. 
 
The SSC BSL Glossary project team and the Development Working Group met twice at the 
Royal School for the Deaf in Derby during March and May 2015 (a total of 4 days). The 
group discussed and developed the terms listed in Tables 1 to 5. 
 
Each term was discussed, including definitions, applications and context to establish how 
best to represent each word in BSL. The new signs were developed to be visually 
representative and to follow the linguistic principles that underpin BSL. 
 

For example, see Destructive plate (or subduction); plunge pool; tornado as shown below in 
Figures 7-9. 

Figure 6:  From L to R:  Assistant Professor Gary Quinn, Dr 
Audrey Cameron, Janet Wardle-Peck, John Wilson, Dr Rhian 
Meara and Alasdair Grant 
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Figure 7:  Destructive plate - image and BSL sign 

 

Figure 8:  Plunge pool - image and BSL sign 

 

Figure 9: Tornado - image and BSL sign 

 

 
The group also tried to ensure that the signs developed were linked morphologically and 
united by a common handshape. In this process, the key concept was identified and an 
appropriate common handshape created. This handshape is then featured in all related 
terms. An example of this methodology can be seen in Figure 10 – where a range of signs 
developed for English terms relating to volcanoes is shown (see YouTube clip:  volcano, 
crater, magma chamber, magma, volcanic eruption, ash, pyroclastic density current, lava, 
lahar). In this instance, the common handshape for each term can be seen in the 
screenshot below, i.e. two open flat hands facing each other which represents the shape of 
the volcano (Figure 10). This will help deaf children to understand related concepts/features 
in Geography and Earth Sciences. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUGfsR37JYg
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUGfsR37JYg 

 
Figure 10:  Film showing BSL signs for different volcanic related terms with a common handshape 

 
The individual terms were only approved once the group had an agreement and some of 
the terms were refined and/or redrafted following further discussions both during and after 
the working sessions. Once agreed, approved terms were recorded using a camcorder to 
keep a visual record of the completed work. In all, 175 new signs were developed. 
 
3. Filming for Signs, Definitions and Examples 

Figures 11 & 12: Filming session; an example of an image used as a background in the video clip 

 
Individual terms were recorded along with definitions in BSL. Images/photographs were 
then added to the background of the video clip to give viewers a clear understanding of the 
term in question (Figures 11&12). The BSL definitions were then translated into English. 
The English text is inserted on the webpage below the BSL definition video clips. (These 
images were kindly donated by the British Geological Society (BGS), EGU, Ordnance 
Survey, Geological Society London, USGS and GIS.) 
 
Feedback from students and teachers on the glossary highlighted the value of including 
definitions and ‘lab’ movies in BSL alongside terms, because they help students unpack the 
concept and facilitate self-study. For this project, the 'lab' was the surrounding topography: 
filmed on location in Argyll, Edinburgh & the surrounding areas in Scotland and Brecon 
Beacons in Wales (see Figure 13 below). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUGfsR37JYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUGfsR37JYg
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Figure 13:  Clockwise from the top:  Oxbow Lake in Linlithgow; Scree on Arthur's Seat, Edinburgh; Waterfall in Brecon 
Beacons; Reservoir in Pentland Hills National Park; River mouth at River Awe and Loch Etive; River source at Pentland 
Hills National Park; River at Pentland Hills National Park. 
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For some terms, filming was done indoors 
using a whiteboard, e.g. to explain how to 
read maps. 
 

 
Figure 14: explaining contours on a map on a whiteboard 

 

Project Outcomes 
 
In total, 175 new BSL signs have been developed for Geography and Earth Sciences with 
175 definitions in BSL and 42 example videos (on location). All have been uploaded to 
SSC’s BSL Glossary website and App. Click on term in following tables for BSL video clip. 
 
Table 1:  Geology 
Table 2:  Geological Information Systems 
Table 3:  Glaciers and Maps 
Table 4:  Rivers and Weather 
Table 5:  Example videos 
 
Table 1: List of the Geology terms completed 

Geology 
1 Geology 25 Mineral 

2 Field sketch 26 Copper 

3 Cross-section 27 Gold 

4 Transect 28 Iron 

5 Crust 29 Silver 

6 Mantle 30 Fossil 

7 Core 31 Fossil fuel 

8 Plate tectonics 32 Coal 

9 Conservative plate 33 Gas 

10 Constructive plate 34 Oil 

11 Destructive plate 35 Volcano 

12 Subduction 36 Crater 

13 Subduction zone 37 Magma 

14 Contact metamorphism 38 Magma chamber 

15 Regional metamorphism 39 Volcanic eruption 

16 Fault 40 Ash 

17 Rock 41 Eruption Cloud 

18 Igneous rock 42 Lava 

19 Metamorphic rock 43 Pyroclastic density current 

20 Sedimentary rock 44 Lahar 

21 Bedding 45 Earthquake 

22 Impermeable 46 Epicentre 

23 Permeable 47 Tsunami 

24 Porous 48 Landslide 

   49 Fracking 

 

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/geology.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mineral.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/fieldsketch.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/copper.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/crosssection.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/gold.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/transect.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/iron.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/crust.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/silver.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mantle.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/fossil.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/core.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/chemistry/fossilfuel.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/platetectonics.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/coal.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/conservativeplate.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/gas.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/constructiveplate.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/oil.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/subduction.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/volcano.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/subduction.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/crater.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/subductionzone.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/magma.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/contactmetamorphism.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/magmachamber.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/regionalmetamorphism.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/volcaniceruption.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/fault.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/ash.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/rock.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/eruptioncloud.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/igneousrock.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/lava.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/metamorphicrock.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/pyroclasticdensitycurrent.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/sedimentaryrock.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/lahar.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/bedding.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/earthquake.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/impermeable.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/physics/epicentre.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/permeable.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/tsunami.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/porous.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/landslide.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/fracking.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/contourse.html
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Table 2: List of the Geographical Information Systems terms completed 
 

Geographical Information Systems 
50 Geographical information systems 67 Terrain 

51 Cartography 68 Surface 

52 Basemap 69 Hillshading 

53 Cartesian Coordinates System 70 Viewshed 

54 Choropleth map 71 Bathymetry 

55 Attributes 72 Datum 

56 Attributes Table 73 Ellipsoid 

57 Geodatabase 74 Geoid 

58 Database 75 Geostationary satellites 

59 Point 76 Nadir 

60 Line 77 Zenith 

61 Polygon 78 Uncertainty 

62 Resolution 79 Continuous data 

63 Generalisation 80 Discrete data 

64 Pixel 81 Volume 

65 Digital Elevation Model 82 Dimensions 

66 Draping   

 
 
Table 3: List of the Glaciers and Maps terms completed 
 

Glaciers Maps 
83 Glaciation 101 Map 

84 Glacier 102 Topography 

85 Ice sheet 103 Northings 

86 Perma-frost 104 Eastings 

87 Abrasion 105 Grid reference 

88 Plucking 106 Scale 

89 Moraine 107 Key 

90 Terminal moraine 108 Symbols 

91 U-shaped valley 109 Text 

92 Ribbon Lake 110 Contours 

93 Arête 111 Mountain 

94 Pyramidal Peak 112 Summit 

95 Corrie 113 Plateau 

96 Tarn 114 Escarpment 

97 Hanging valley 115 Compass 

98 Truncated spur 116 Latitude 

99 Freeze-thaw weathering 117 Longitude 

100 Scree 118 North Pole 

  119 South Pole 

  120 Equator 

  121 Tropics 

  122 Tropic of Cancer (latitude) 

  123 Tropic of Cancer (area) 

  124 Tropic of Capricorn (latitude) 

  125 Tropic of Capricorn (area) 

 
 
 

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/geographicalinformationsystems.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/terrain.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/cartography.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/surface.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/basemap.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/hillshading.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/cartesiancoordinatessystem.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/viewshed.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/chloroplethmap.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/bathymetry.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/attributes.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/datum.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/attributestable.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/ellipsoid.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/geodatabase.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/geoid.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/database.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/geostationarysatellites.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/point.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/nadir.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/line.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/zenith.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/polygon.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/uncertainty.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/resolution.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/continuousdata.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/generalisation.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/discretedata.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/pixel.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/volume.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/digitalelevationmodel.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/dimensions.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/draping.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/glaciation.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/map.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/glacier.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/topography.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/icesheet.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/northings.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/permafrost.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/eastings.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/abrasion.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/gridreference.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/plucking.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/scale.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/moraine.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/key.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/terminalmoraine.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/symbols.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/ushapedvalley.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mapstext.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/ribbonlake.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/contours.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/arete.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mountain.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/pyramidalpeak.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/summit.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/corrie.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/plateau.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/tarn.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/escarpment.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/hangingvalley.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/compass.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/truncatedspurs.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/latitude.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/freezethaw.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/longitude.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/scree.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/northpole.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/southpole.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/equator.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/tropics.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/tropiccancerlatitude.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/tropiccancerarea.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/tropiccapricornlatitude.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/tropiccapricornarea.html#start
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Table 4: List of the Rivers and Weather terms completed 
 

Rivers Weather 
126 River 156 Weather 

127 River source 157 Meteorology 

128 V-shaped valley 158 Cirrus clouds 

129 Tributary 159 Cumulus clouds 

130 Confluence 160 Cumulonimbus clouds 

131 Catchment area 161 Stratus clouds 

132 Drainage Basin 162 Cold front 

133 Watershed 163 Warm front 

134 Reservoir 164 Air Pressure 

135 Waterfall 165 Isobar 

136 Plunge Pool 166 Precipitation 

137 Meander 167 Rainfall 

138 Ox-bow Lake 168 Windspeed 

139 River mouth 169 Monsoon 

140 Estuary 170 Tropical storm 

141 Delta 171 Typhoon 

142 Deposition 172 Hurricane 

143 Silt 173 Tornado 

144 Suspension 174 Climate 

145 Erosion 175 Climate change 

146 Abrasion 176 Humidity 

147 Corrosion   

148 Attrition   

149 Saltation   

150 Traction   

151 Drought   

152 Flash flood   

153 Flood   

154 Flood plain   

155 Water cycle   

 
  

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/river.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/weather.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/source.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/meteorology.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/vshapedvalley.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/cirrus.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/tributary.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/cumulus.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/confluence.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/cumulonimbus.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/catchmentarea.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/stratus.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/drainagebasin.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/coldfront.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/watershed.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/warmfront.html
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/reservoir.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/airpressure.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/waterfall.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/isobar.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/plungepool.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/precipitation.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/meander.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/rainfall.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/oxbowlake.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/windspeed.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/oxbowlake.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/monsoon.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/estuary.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/tropicalstorm.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/delta.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/typhoon.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/deposition.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/hurricane.html
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/silt.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/tornado.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/suspension.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/climate.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/erosionr.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/climatechange.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/abrasionr.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/humidity.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/corrosion.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/attrition.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/saltation.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/traction.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/drought.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/flashflood.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/flood.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/floodplain.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/watercycle.html#start
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Table 5:  List of films on location (EXAMPLE video clips) 
 

Geology Map Glaciology 
Geological map of UK Topography U-shaped valley with loch 

Field Sketch Map reading Corrie 

Cross-section Map and scale Scree 

Sedimentary rock Scale  

Igneous rock Northings  

Lava rock, x2 Eastings Rivers 

Metamorphic rock Grid reference A river’s journey 

Pumice rock Grid area Source 

Volcanic ash Key/legend V-shaped valley 

Erratic Rock Symbols Tributary 

Ripples on rock Contours Confluence x2 

Desiccated Rock Upland glaciated area  Eddy river 

Scree Glaciation  Erosion x2 

Volcano (extinct) U-shaped valley x2  Abrasion 

Landslide Hanging valley  Meander x2 

 Arêtes x2  Estuary 

 Reservoirs  Flood 

Weather Dams  Reservoir 

 Cirrus and Cumulus clouds Forest  River mouth into a Loch 

 Escarpment  River mouth into Firth 

 Corries  Waterfall x 4 a b c 

 Scree  Ox-bow lake 

 Rivers  

 Ribbon lake/loch  

 
  

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/geologicalmape.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/topographye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/fieldsketche.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mapreadinge.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/corriee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/crosssectione.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mapscalee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/screee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/sedimentaryrocke.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/scalee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/igneousrocke.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/gridreferencee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/lavarocke.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/igneousrocke.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/gridreferencee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/metamorphicrocke.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/gridreferencee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/riverjourneye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/igneousrocke.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/gridreferencee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/riverjourneye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/igneousrocke.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/keysymbolse.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/riverjourneye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/erraticrocke.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/keysymbolse.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/riverjourneye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/rockripplese.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/contourse.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/riverjourneye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/confluencee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/dessicatedrocke.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mapuplandglaciatede.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/eddye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/screee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/ushapedhangingvalleye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/erosione.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/abrasione.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/volcanoe.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/ushapedhangingvalleye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/ushapedvalleyloche.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/abrasione.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/landslidee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/ushapedhangingvalleye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/meandere.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/abrasione.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mapuplandglaciatede.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/ushapedhangingvalleye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/estuarye.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/escarpmente.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/floode.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/escarpmente.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/reservoire.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/cloudse.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/escarpmente.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/rivermouthloche.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/escarpmente.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/rivermouthe.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mapuplandglaciatede.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/waterfalle.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/waterfallclungwyne.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/waterfallbrecone.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/waterfallbrecone.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mapuplandglaciatede.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/oxbowlakee.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mapuplandglaciatede.html#start
http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/BSL/geography/mapuplandglaciatede.html#start
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Dissemination 
 
The SSC BSL Glossary Project team have publicised and disseminated widely, and 
acknowledged sponsor support at each event. This has involved engagement with families 
and young people with a hearing impairment and the general public. 
 

 “I am excited about the new signs for Geography because I am studying Higher 
Geography just now.  At the moment, I am relying on textbooks at my school. It is really 
good to see the video clips showing the new signs and definitions which will help me with 
my course.”   

(S6 Pupil) 
 
Lectures 
17-21/4/16: European Geosciences Union (EGU) General Assembly in Vienna (2016):  

Development of Geography and Geology Terminology in British Sign 
Language. Meara, R., Cameron, A., Quinn, G. and O’Neill, R, (2016) 
Geophysical Research Abstracts, Vol. 18, EGU2016-12390. 

 
25/5/16: Collaborative Working in Sensory Support: Strengthening Quality and 

Consistency of Support Throughout the Learner Journey 2016: College 
Development Network, Stirling:  Science and Maths Resource for British 
Signs Language Users (2016) Cameron, A. and Quinn, G (25/04/16) 

 
28/6/16: SALT Learning and Teaching conference, Swansea University (2016):  

Development of Geography and Geology Terminology in British Sign 
Language.  Meara, R., Cameron, A., Quinn, G. and O’Neill, R. 

 
8/9/16: British Science Festival, Swansea University, (2016):  Signing science. 

Meara, R., Cameron, A., Quinn, G. and O’Neill, R. 
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Science Festivals 
9/11/15 Festival of Social Science 
21-22/2/16: Northern Ireland Science Festival, Belfast 
5-6/3/16: Glaciers and Volcanoes Show at Dunbar SciFest (visitors = c.3000)2 
6-9/9/16: British Science Festival Family Weekend at National Waterfront 

Museum, Swansea (visitors = c.6700) 

 
I saw your team give a fabulous talk at the British Science Festival in September 2016. It really stuck 

with me and I think the BSL glossary is an amazing endeavour. 

Admissions Assistant, University of Swansea 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

                                                           
2
 Audrey Cameron and Gary Quinn regularly host science shows in BSL with BSL/English interpreters at science festivals, 

schools and workshops for teachers and interpreters working with deaf children to promote the glossary. 

Tsunami 

Tornado 

https://thesciencepresenter.wordpress.com/2016/03/07/sign-language-science/
https://www.britishsciencefestival.org/event/signing-science/
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Media Events 
Swansea University’s Momentum (2016), “Meet some of the Swansea experts presenting at 
the Festival - Rhian Meara:  British Sign Language Glossary Project”. Issue 22, p7. 
 
Rhian Meara was also on Radio Cymru numerous times.  E.g. Radio Cymru’s Taro’r Post 
on 2 June 2016. 
 
How science and sign language are coming together to help geologists and chemists of 
tomorrow. South Wales Evening Post, 27 July 2016.  
 
Rhian Meara was interviewed on Heno S4C on 4 September about the British Science 
 estival and the Geography glossary.                    
 
Signing science: new scientific terms in British Sign Language launched at British Science 
Festival Swansea University Media Centre.  
 
Twitter and Facebook was also used to inform the public about the new glossary for 
Geography in BSL. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/player/b07d39w4
http://www.southwales-eveningpost.co.uk/deaf/story-29556366-detail/story.htmlhttp:/www.southwales-eveningpost.co.uk/deaf/story-29556366-detail/story.html
https://www.facebook.com/HenoS4C/videos/1111541675596005/
http://www.swansea.ac.uk/media-centre/latest-news/signingsciencenewscientifictermsinbritishsignlanguagelaunchedatbritishsciencefestival.php#accept
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Conclusion 
 
The SSC BSL Glossary Project team believes the new glossary for Geography and Earth 
Sciences will provide deaf pupils/students who sign better access to the Geography 
curriculum to support their understanding of this area. However, more work is required to 
expand the glossary to match the curriculum which will include human geography 
terminology. 
  
The addition of these 177 signs and definitions support the Scottish Government’s aim of 
raising attainment for all pupils but as these signs are also hosted within the BSL Education 
App (http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/app/)* as well as the SSC’s online website, it is 
hoped that we are contributing to the raising attainment of all children regardless of 
geographical location.  
 
Finally, we hope that this new glossary for Geography and Earth Sciences will be used by 
all children, those that are deaf, hard of hearing or those that have no hearing impairment, 
for the structure, concepts and definitions that these signs afford are of real pedagogical 
value, a truly inclusive learning medium. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* This one link covers both Apple iOS and Google Play for Android and gives more info 
about the app. 
  

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/bsl/app.html
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APPENDIX 1 
 
Sponsors of the SSC British Sign Language (BSL) Glossary Project 
 
Since 2005, the development of the SSC BSL Glossary project and its many curriculum 
subjects (Maths, Biology, Chemistry, Physics & Engineering, Geography & Earth Sciences 
and Astronomy), has been supported over the years with small tranches of funding from the 
following organisations: 
 

Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences, The Open University 

DONG Energy 

Edinburgh Mathematical Society 

Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) UK, Geographic Information System 
(GIS) 
 
Geological Society of London and Volcanic and Magmatic Studies Group 

Institute of Mathematics & its Applications 

Institute of Physics 

Institute of Physics and Engineering in Medicine 

Learning Teaching Scotland (LTS) - now Education Scotland 

Lognostics  

London Mathematical Society 

Natural England 

National Environment Research Council (NERC) 

OMV UK Ltd 

Royal Academy of Engineering 

Royal Observatory Edinburgh 

Science & Technology Facilities Council 

Scottish Executive Education Department (SEED)  

Scottish Executive Education Department (SEED), Equality Unit 

Scottish Government 

Scottish Qualifications Authority 

STEM Disability Committee 

Strathclyde University Alumni Fund 

The Royal Society 

University of Edinburgh Alumni & Development Fund 
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University of Edinburgh Knowledge Exchange and Impact Grant 

University of Edinburgh Research Fund 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

Proposal for Project to create signs and definitions for new BSL Geography and 
Earth Sciences signs on the Scottish Sensory Centre Glossary website 
 
Submitted by the University of Edinburgh acting through its Scottish Sensory Centre, based 
within the Moray House School of Education. 
 
1. Introduction 
 The Scottish Sensory Centre (SSC) is based within Moray House School of 

Education, University of Edinburgh. The SSC promotes and supports new 
developments and effective practices in the education of children and young people 
with sensory impairments, that is; visual impairment, deaf and deafblind. It achieves 
this by means of continuing professional development short courses, conferences, 
research and providing a postal resource library; and by dissemination of reports, 
research, course materials and new developments via this website, publications and 
presentations.  

 
2. Background 
 The SSC has a number of development projects in progress and in deaf education 

the glossary project is currently one of these. The SSC is recognised across the UK 
and Europe for its pioneering work in this area, and is best placed to undertake this 
proposal. 

 
 The team of Deaf BSL users with expertise in science subjects and sign language 

linguistics has now produced over 1,000 technical terms for science subjects in 
British Sign Language, along with definitions and lab videos to illustrate their 
meaning. 

 http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/bsl/list.html 
 
3. Recent relevant work undertaken by the SSC team 
 2007 Scottish Government Funding (£25,000) to produce 250 signs with definitions 

for science signs: Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
 2008 Learning Teaching Scotland (£4,800) to investigate the impact of the science 

signs glossary on deaf young people and their teachers. 
 2010 Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) (£17,870) Feasibility Study into 

providing centrally produced exam papers in BSL on video. During the course 
of this work it became clear that more technical terms were needed to fully 
translate the exam papers. 

 2011 Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) (£8,025) to monitor the usage of the 
glossary site, gather views about the new definitions, translations and images. 

 2012 STEM disability committee, Royal Academy of Engineering (£28,150) to 
develop terms and definitions for 200 + physics signs.   

 2013 Research in use of science signs in BSL discussion, Birkdale Trust & 
Edinburgh Innovation Fund (£2,200). 

 
4. Proposal - January to December 2015 
 1. Collection of Geography/Earth Sciences terms from national curricula. 
 2. Two weekends with Deaf scientists (Geography/Earth Sciences) and sign 

linguists with the aim of incorporating 200+ signs. 
 3. Evaluation of the new Geography/Earth Sciences signs with wider team. 
 
 4. Filming of new signs for the online BSL glossary (200). 
 5. Filming of definition for each term for the online BSL glossary (200). 

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/bsl/list.html
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 6. Filming of some examples for new terms for the online BSL glossary (c 30) 
 7. Editing video clips (c 430). 
 8. Translation of definition and examples video clips from BSL to English (230). 
 9. Uploading video clips and translation text to Glossary website and app. 
 10.   Filming and creating online BSL/English questionnaire to evaluate use of new 

section online (as for Physics section). 
 11. Through the SSC, planning dissemination event with teachers of deaf 

children, educational interpreters and deaf children, possibly at Kingussie, 
University of Edinburgh’s base in the Cairngorms. 

 
 The BSL Glossary team have a focus group for collecting and developing the signs, 

and these will be recorded for use on the SSC BSL glossary website and a future 
app.  During the second half of 2015 we will discuss with funders whether or how 
they would like their organisation’s logo displayed on the website. 

 
5. Timeline 

Activities Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

2-day workshop to 
develop new signs & 
evaluate 

            

Filming of new signs             
Search for images             
Filming of definitions             
Check and refilm             
Interim Report              
Filming of examples              
Uploading video 
clips, images & text 
to SSC BSL glossary 
website 

            

Translation of video 
clips 

            

Final report to 
Funders 

            

 
6. Dissemination 
 The Geography and Earth Sciences sign terminology will be disseminated through 

the SSC website, workshops in schools with deaf children, seminars at the SSC and 
on an outreach basis for teachers working with deaf children, sign language 
interpreters and communication support workers. An example of one such course 
can be found at the following link.  

 http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/courses/deaf/ddec13.html 
 
7. Reporting 
 Quarterly reports will be made to Co-ordinator of the Scottish Sensory Centre, and 

Deputy Head of the School of Education, Dr John Ravenscroft.  
 An Interim and a Final report will be sent to all funders and put on the SSC website. 
 
 
8. Staffing and time commitment 
 Dr Audrey Cameron: Deaf chemist and secondary teacher 
 Gary Quinn: Deaf Linguist, Assistant Professor, Heriot-Watt University. 
 Dr Rhian Meara: Lecturer, Department of Geography, University of Swansea. 

http://www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/courses/deaf/ddec13.html
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 Holly Parry: Deaf, BSL-user, North Wales Deaf Association. Specialism: Coastal 
Geography and Geology. 

 Janet Wardle-Peck: Deaf, BSL-user. Teacher for the Deaf. Specialism: Agricultural 
and Farming. 

 John Wilson: Deaf, BSL-user. BSL tutor and assessor to Level 6. Arts tour guide in 
the London Museums and Galleries. Specialism: African History and Social 
Anthropology. 

 Alasdair Grant: Deaf, BSL-user. Department for the Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (DERA). Specialism: BSc Biology & Geography; MSc Conservation of 
Ecology. 

 Sheila Mackenzie: Web and Resources Administrator, Scottish Sensory Centre. 
 BSL/English Interpreter. 
 
 Time commitments for each person as at 7/7/14 

Participant Stage Days 

Audrey Cameron Workshop for developing new signs 4 
 Filming of signs/ definitions/ Lab movies 14 
 Editing of video clips 6 
 Dissemination & Evaluation 7 
 Co-ordination of project & report writing 4 
Gary Quinn Workshop for developing new signs 4 
 Filming of signs/ definitions/ lab movies/ QA 14 
Rhian Meara Workshop for developing new signs 4 
 Filming of definitions/ lab movies/ QA 12 
Holly Parry Workshop for developing new signs 4 
Janet Wardle-Peck Workshop for developing new signs 4 
John Wilson Workshop for developing new signs 4 
Alasdair Grant Workshop for developing new signs 4 
Interpreter  Translation of video clips – from BSL to English 4 
Sheila Mackenzie Website – setting up new webpages and uploading 

video clips and text 
10 

 
9. Funding 
 Thanks are due to Dr Rhian Meara, Department of Geography, University of 

Swansea for sourcing the funding. The following organisations have committed to 
donating towards the project: 

 • Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) UK, Geographic 
Information System (GIS) 

 • OMV UK Ltd 
 • DONG Energy (UK) Ltd 
 • Geological Society of London and Volcanic and Magmatic Studies Group 
 •  National Environment Research Council (NERC) 
 • Lognostics 
 • Department of Earth and Environmental Sciences, The Open University. 
 
 Target reached: £28,642 
 
 The funds received will be processed through the University of Edinburgh and 

subject to their financial rules and regulations. 
 
10. Further Information 
 Further information about the proposed project can be obtained from contacting:  
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 Dr Audrey Cameron Audrey.m.cameron@ed.ac.uk  
 A Skype call will be possible in BSL, an interpreter often available here, (Skype ID: 

audrey.cameron) 
 
 Rachel Rachel.oneill@ed.ac.uk 
 Tel: 0131 651 6429 
 

mailto:Audrey.m.cameron@ed.ac.uk
mailto:Rachel.oneill@ed.ac.uk
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