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The overarching experiences are linked closely to the four capacities and should be used to help to plan a wide and rich range of learning activities to develop 
literacy and language skills. 
 
Overarching experiences for learning new languages 
 
Learning a new language encourages children and young people to broaden their horizons as they explore the language and its associated culture.  
 
Through my learning of a new language:  
 

I gain a deeper understanding of my first language and appreciate the richness and interconnected nature of languages 
 
I enhance my understanding and enjoyment of other cultures and of my own and gain insights into other ways of thinking and other views of the world 
 
I develop skills that I can use and enjoy in work and leisure throughout my life. 

 
 
 
Overarching experiences for all language learning 
 
The study of new languages plays an important role in all language learning and the development of literacy skills.  
 
In all my language learning: 
  

I communicate, collaborate and build relationships
 
I learn to reflect on and explain my thinking 
 
I develop my understanding of how language works and what is special, vibrant and valuable about other languages and cultures and my own 
 
I engage with a rich range of texts in different media 
 
I explore the richness and diversity of language, how it can affect me and the wide range of ways in which I and others can be creative 
 
I appreciate the power of language to influence and bring about change 
 
I develop an understanding of relationships, motivations, ideas and actions 
 
I take advantage of the opportunities offered by information and communication technology. 
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The experiences and outcomes for modern languages are described at second, third and fourth levels. Although Primary 6 is currently the most common point at 
which pupils begin to learn a modern language, many pupils begin earlier, including in pre-school. The experiences and outcomes take account of differing starting 
points. Schools and centres which implement an earlier start should work towards the outcomes described at second level, providing children with stimulating 
opportunities for early achievement of some or all of the second level outcomes and, in the longer term, opportunities for depth and breadth of learning.  
 
At early and at first levels, children will be developing generic skills in their first language. These include taking part in conversation, developing listening, reading 
and writing skills and knowledge about language. All of these are relevant to learning other languages. 
 
An early start to language learning should be a positive, stimulating experience that motivates pupils through exciting contexts and meaningful, accessible content. 
Activities will include playing games, singing songs, carrying out simple instructions, and playing with simple poetry and rhyme – harnessing the natural curiosity of 
young children for sounds and words and their strong desire to communicate. In this way they can begin to be enthusiastic, confident language learners from the 
outset. 
 
Whenever they start their learning of another language, children need to experience success by taking part in practical activities that they can enjoy. Language 
learning is greatly enhanced where it is linked to or embedded in the wider curriculum so that children and young people can enjoy exploring and using language in 
meaningful contexts. Very importantly, teachers can make great use of opportunities to link language learning with progress in English and with other languages 
used by people in the school community, enabling children to explore and experiment with sound patterns and make links and comparisons between languages.  
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Listening and 
talking Second Third Fourth 

Listening for 
information 

 
I have explored the patterns and sounds of 
language through songs and rhymes and 
shown understanding and enjoyment by 
listening, joining in and responding. 
 
I have taken an active part in daily routines, 
responding to instructions which are 
accompanied by gesture and expression.  
 
I can listen to and show understanding of 
familiar instructions and language from 
familiar voices and sources. 

LAN 251MA

 
I can listen to and show understanding of 
mainly familiar language and instructions 
from a variety of sources, where the 
sentences are longer and where there may 
be more than one speaker. 

LAN 351MA

 
I can listen to and show understanding of 
language from a variety of sources, including 
unfamiliar speakers, where the sentences are 
more complex, less predictable, and contain 
some unfamiliar language.  

LAN 451MA 
 

Listening and 
talking with 
others 
 

 
I have explored how gesture, expression and 
emphasis are used to help understanding. 
 
I can listen and respond to familiar voices in 
short, predictable conversations using 
straightforward language and/or non-verbal 
techniques such as gesture and eye contact. 

LAN 252MB

 
I can listen and respond to others in mainly 
predictable, more extended conversations 
using familiar language and/or non-verbal 
techniques. 

LAN 352MB

 
I can listen and respond to others, including 
sympathetic fluent speakers of the language, 
in extended conversations that are less 
predictable. 

LAN 452MB 
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When listening and talking with others, I have 
developed an awareness of when to listen 
and when to talk. I have learned new words 
which I use to share information about myself 
and others. 
 
I can take part effectively in prepared 
conversations by sharing information about 
myself and others or interests of my choice, 
using familiar vocabulary and basic language 
structures. 

LAN 253MB

 
I can take part effectively in prepared 
conversations by using a variety of language 
structures to share information, experiences 
and opinions and by offering straightforward 
reasons for having these opinions.

LAN 353MB

 
I can take part effectively in more detailed 
conversations using an extended range of 
language structures to exchange information, 
experiences, feelings and opinions and by 
offering more detailed reasons for having 
these opinions. 

LAN 453MB 

 
I can ask for help confidently using learned 
phrases and familiar language. 

LAN 254MB 

 
I can support a conversation by asking for 
help, seeking repetition and asking simple 
questions. 

LAN 354MB

 
I can start, support and sustain a 
conversation by, for example, asking relevant 
questions and by seeking help when 
necessary.  

LAN 454MB 
 

 
I have explored simple songs and rhymes 
and I enjoy learning with others as we talk 
and listen together. 
 
I can participate in familiar collaborative 
activities including games, paired speaking 
and short role plays.  

LAN 255MB

 
I can participate in a range of collaborative 
activities, including games, paired speaking 
and structured role plays, in a range of 
realistic contexts and settings located mainly 
in a country where the language I am learning 
is spoken. 

LAN 355MB

 
I can collaborate to prepare and present more 
open-ended role plays in a wide range of 
realistic settings located both in my own 
country and in the country where the 
language I am learning is spoken. 

LAN 455MB 



Modern languages 
            

5  

  
 
Listening and 
Talking Second Third Fourth 

Organising and 
using 
information 

 
I can deliver a brief presentation on a familiar 
topic using familiar language and phrases. 

LAN 256MC
 
I have worked with others, using ICT where 
appropriate, and can contribute successfully 
to a presentation in English, supported by use 
of the language I am learning, on an aspect of 
life in the country where the language I am 
learning is spoken. 

LAN 257MC

 
I have contributed successfully to my group to 
plan and prepare a short talk in the language 
I am learning on topics of personal interest or 
linked to an aspect of a country where the 
language I am studying is spoken.  
 
I can deliver an individual presentation in the 
language I am learning, using ICT where 
appropriate.  

LAN 356MC

 
I can, using ICT where appropriate, plan, 
prepare and deliver an individual presentation 
in the language I am learning on topics of 
personal interest or linked to an aspect of a 
country where the language I am studying is 
spoken.  

LAN 456MC 

Using 
knowledge 
about language 

 
I have explored comparisons and connections 
between sound patterns in different 
languages through play, discussion and 
experimentation. 
 
I can use my knowledge about language and 
pronunciation to ensure that others can 
understand me when I read aloud or say 
familiar words, phrases and short texts. 

LAN 258MD
 

 
I can apply my knowledge about language, 
intonation and pronunciation to:  
• ensure that others can understand me 

when I pronounce familiar words or 
phrases 

• help me work out how to pronounce 
unfamiliar words 

• read a short text aloud with accuracy and 
confidence. 

LAN 357MD

 
I can apply my knowledge about language, 
intonation and pronunciation to: 
• ensure that others can understand me 

when I pronounce familiar and unfamiliar 
words and phrases 

• help me work out how to read aloud 
familiar and unfamiliar texts with 
accuracy and confidence. 

LAN 457MD 
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Reading Second Third Fourth 

Finding and 
using 
information 

 
I have worked on my own and with others to 
understand a text using appropriate 
resources. I can read and demonstrate 
understanding of words, signs, phrases and 
simple texts containing mainly familiar 
language. 
 
I have demonstrated my understanding of text 
by matching the written word to pictures and 
by reconstructing the text in a logical 
sequence. 

LAN 259ME

  
I have worked on my own and with others to 
understand a text using appropriate 
resources. I can read and demonstrate 
understanding of more complex texts which 
contain familiar and unfamiliar language. 

LAN 358ME

 
Using a variety of resources, I can 
independently read texts which are more 
detailed and which contain complex language 
including a range of tenses, and demonstrate 
my understanding. 

LAN 458ME 
 

Reading to 
appreciate other 
cultures 

 
I have worked with others to read and discuss 
simple texts in the language I am learning. I 
can share simple facts about features of life in 
some of the countries where the language I 
am learning is spoken. 

LAN 260MF

 
I have worked with others to read and 
research texts in the language I am learning. 
I can demonstrate my knowledge about life 
and culture in some of the countries where 
the language I am learning is spoken. 

LAN 359MF

 
I have worked with others to read and 
research texts in the language I am learning. 
 
I can demonstrate my understanding of 
different cultures and my appreciation of 
different ways of looking at the world in 
countries where the language I am learning is 
spoken. 

LAN 459MF 

Reading for 
enjoyment 
 

 
I have selected and can read, on my own and 
with others, a variety of straightforward texts 
of different types, including short imaginative 
accounts and poetry, which may have been 
adapted.  

LAN 261MG

 
I have chosen and read a range of texts, such 
as longer imaginative texts, both prose and 
poetry, which may have had some 
adaptation.  
 
I can select and read a variety of texts for 
enjoyment.   

LAN 360MG

 
I have chosen and read a range of more 
detailed texts containing complex language, 
including imaginative accounts and poetry, 
which use familiar and unfamiliar language 
and may have had some adaptation.  
 
I can select and read for enjoyment a variety 
of texts.  

LAN 460MG 
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Reading Second Third Fourth 

Using 
knowledge 
about language 
 

 
I can understand how a bilingual dictionary 
works.  

LAN 262MH

I can make comparisons and explore 
connections between spelling patterns in 
English and the language I am learning.  

LAN 263MH

I have experimented with new language, 
working out the meaning of words and 
phrases using vocabulary I have learned so 
far. 
 
I can recognise and comment on other 
features of my own language which help to 
make sense of words in the language I am 
learning. 

LAN 264MH

 
I can use a bilingual dictionary independently 
to help me understand new language.  

LAN 361MH

I can recognise features of words in the 
language I am learning and use them to make 
sense of vocabulary and of the connections 
between words.  

LAN 362MH

 
I can use my knowledge about language and 
other strategies to help me to understand and 
analyse more detailed texts, containing some 
unfamiliar language. 

LAN 461MH 
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Writing Second Third Fourth 

 
I have used the support of others and accessed appropriate reference materials of my choice to help me plan my writing, using ICT when 
appropriate. 
 

Organising and 
using 
information 

 
I have had the freedom to express myself in 
writing, exploring and experimenting with 
words and phrases using resources, including 
writing frames, to ensure my writing makes 
sense. 
 
I can use familiar language to describe myself 
and to exchange straightforward information. 

LAN 265MI

 
I can create, amend and present more 
extended information for different purposes 
about myself and others, my experiences, or 
a topic of my choice.  

LAN 363MI
 
I can write about opinions and can offer 
straightforward reasons for having these 
opinions.  

LAN 364MI

 
I can write more extensively over a widening 
range of topics in a range of formats, using 
some variety of structures, tenses and linking 
words.  

LAN 462MI 
 

I can write about experiences, feelings and 
opinions and can offer reasons for having 
these opinions.  

LAN 463MI 

Using 
knowledge 
about language 

 
I have used my knowledge of language and 
success criteria to help me, and I can check 
that I have written familiar words and phrases 
accurately. 

LAN 266MJ

 
I can check the accuracy of my writing using 
my knowledge about language, the support of 
others and appropriate reference materials, 
including success criteria. 

LAN 365MJ
 

 
I can use my knowledge about language, 
including structure, spelling and punctuation, 
to take responsibility for the accuracy of my 
writing. 

LAN 464MJ 
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