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Janis Sugden

Welcome to this special 21st birthday edition of 
the Scottish Sensory Centre Newsletter.

I am absolutely delighted as the current co-
ordinator to mark this event in the centre’s 
history. This newsletter provides the opportunity 
to look back over some of the events in this 
period and also to look to the future and what it 
might hold for the SSC. A few of these events and 
developments are highlighted in the following 
SDJHV�DV�ZH�WDNH�WKLV�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�UHÁHFW�DQG�
WKLQN�DERXW� WKH� LPSDFW�DQG� LQÁXHQFH� WKH�ZRUN�
carried out through the SSC has had on the 
education of children and young people who 
have a sensory impairment. 

There have been many changes in this period; 
inclusion of children with additional support 
needs in mainstream classrooms, including 
sensory impairment, is now the norm. We believe 
that the work we do contributes to the support 
that these children need. We continue to offer 
continuing professional development activities 
for teachers, parents and other professionals 
in the development of the competences they 
require to support these children to maximise 
their life chances now and in the future. 

The SSC library and website continue to develop 
and modernise and you will see in this newsletter 
that they are held in high regard by those that 
use them. 

None of this would be possible without the 
support and genuine goodwill we have received 
from colleagues and friends over the years. 
The SSC is indebted to many individuals, 
organisations and institutions both from within 
6FRWODQG�DQG�IXUWKHU�DÀHOG�ZKR�KDYH�DQ�LQWHUHVW�
in the education of children and young people 
with a sensory impairment. There are too many 
to mention individually but I would like to thank 
everyone who has contributed to our work and 
hope that we will have many more years of 
working together.

Special thanks are due to:
�� 7KH� 6FRWWLVK� *RYHUQPHQW�� ZKLFK� KDV�

provided the core funding for the 21 years 
allowing us to promote and develop effective 
practices in the education of children and 
young people with sensory impairments in 
collaboration with local authorities, schools, 
groups of teachers, voluntary organisations 
parents and the young people themselves. 

�� 7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(GLQEXUJK��ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�
EDVHG�LQ�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��7HDFKLQJ�
and Leadership in the Moray House School of 
(GXFDWLRQ��2XU�FROOHDJXHV�RQ�FDPSXV�RIIHU�
stimulation and sharing of ideas especially 
WKRVH�LQ�&$//�6FRWODQG�ZKR�DOVR�VKDUH�RIÀFH�
space with us.

The past few years have been difficult and 
the SSC has faced unprecedented funding 
GLIÀFXOWLHV��,�IHHO�LW�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�SRVVLEOH�WR�ZULWH�
this foreword without offering thanks to everyone 
who supported the SSC. The SSC Advisory 
Committee were particularly helpful, chaired 
DW�WKDW�SRLQW�E\�'U�*Z\QHGG�/OR\G�DQG�WKHQ�E\�
Tom Lowe who is the current Chair. I would like 
to give my personal thank you to the SSC team 
for always being there to offer support, advice 
and their willingness to take on tasks to make 
sure the centre runs smoothly. 

Janis Sugden
SSC Co-ordinator

2008 to present



This piece to celebrate 21 years of the Scottish Sensory Centre (SSC), is 
offered as a personal recollection of the Centre from its creation in 1991 
to my retiral as Co-ordinator in 2004. My thoughts will be supplemented 
by other former members of SSC, and, no doubt, more detailed accounts 
of the history, projects and many successes of the Centre will be compiled 
by those presently involved in the work of the Centre.

The formation of SSC came about during, and because of, a period 
RI� ÀQDQFLDO� FXWEDFNV�� SHUKDSV�QRW� TXLWH� DV� VHYHUH�DV� WKH�SUHVHQW�� EXW�
VXIÀFLHQWO\�VR��DV�WR�FDXVH�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�6FRWWLVK�(GXFDWLRQ�'HSDUWPHQW�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�SUH�VFKRRO��
primary and secondary education, to question their funding of two centres: Scottish Centre for 
WKH�(GXFDWLRQ�RI� WKH� 'HDI��6&('���IRXQGHG�E\�0RUDJ�7XUQHU��DQG�WKH�9LVXDO�,PSDLUPHQW�&HQWUH�
�9,&���LQ�0RUD\�+RXVH��D�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�HVWDEOLVKPHQW���7KHUH�VKRXOG�EH�QRWKLQJ�VXUSULVLQJ�LQ�
this as Moray House was originally established to train school teachers, and was the only place in 
Scotland which offered award-bearing courses for teachers of children with sensory impairment). A 
compromise was reached in accepting that the centres should be amalgamated. For bureaucrats, 
it probably seemed like an obvious solution - after all, deafness and visual impairment are both 
‘sensory’ impairments. For people with hearing impairment and deafness, or visual impairment and 
EOLQGQHVV��RU�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKRVH�ÀHOGV�RI�ZRUN��LW�GLG�QRW�VHHP�OLNH�VXFK�DQ�REYLRXV�
pairing. However, the Centre came into being and, after much discussion, its name was eventually 
DJUHHG�XSRQ��

There were both hard times and good times, in those early days, but as often happens with age, 
LW�LV�WKH�KDSS\�HYHQWV�,�UHPHPEHU��7KH�ҊERQGLQJҋ�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�ZHUH�VHW�XS�WR�KHOS�WKH�VWDII�JHW�
to know one another, such as the British Sign Language classes we all took part in on the 2nd 
ÁRRU�RI�WKH�&KDUWHULV�EXLOGLQJ��:KDW�VWLFNV�LQ�PLQG�DUH�WKH�VRPHWLPHV�KLODULRXV�ҊVFHQDULRVҋ�ZKLFK�
we developed for our little signing practices, which had both ourselves and our BSL teacher in 
stitches. Brain-storming and team-building were all the rage at that time and a weekend away in 
&DOODQGHU��H[RWLF�VSRW���VDZ�XV�DOO�KLOO�ZDONLQJ��RQH�PHPEHU�ZLWK�KLJK�KHHOHG�ERRWV��QR�OHVV��DQG�
VKH�EHDW�XV�DOO�EDFN�WR�WKH�%	%����DQG�WKH�GD\�HQGLQJ�ZLWK�ҊSDUORXU�JDPHVҋ�DIWHU�GLQQHU��,�OLNH�WR�
think that those heroic early attempts to build relationships and ethos in the new Centre worked 
and established a warm and positive working environment which has lasted for 21 years, despite 
all the changes and challenging events.

7KH�ÀQDQFLDO�UHVWULFWLRQV�RI�WKRVH�GD\V�DOVR�OHG�WR�WKH�HQGLQJ�RI�IXOO�\HDU�VHFRQGPHQW�IRU�WKRVH�
training to be teachers of children with special educational needs, as the terminology then was. 
The growing popularity of ‘modularised’ learning meant that teachers were allowed some days 
to attend taught courses and then had to continue with reading, research and assignments while 
carrying out their normal duties. The role of the newly-created SSC became vital in supporting 
WKRVH�WHDFKHUV��7KH�DPDOJDPDWHG�6&('�DQG�9,&�OLEUDULHV��ZLWK�D�QHZO\�DSSRLQWHG�OLEUDULDQ��ZDV�
able to offer a postal lending service, to ensure that no matter where teachers lived in Scotland, 
WKH\�FRXOG�ERUURZ�ERRNV��7KH�9LVXDO�,PSDLUPHQW�6HUYLFH��9,6��GDWDEDVH��ZKLFK�KDG�PRYHG�IURP�
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LWV�SUHYLRXV�EDVH�DW�WKH�6FRWWLVK�&HQWUH�IRU�(GXFDWLRQDO�7HFKQRORJ\��6&(7��LQ�*ODVJRZ�WR�9,&��
ZDV�GHYHORSHG�LQWR�WKH�66&�GDWDEDVH��DYDLODEOH�DW�ÀUVW� WKURXJK�VXEVFULSWLRQ�GLVF��DQG��DV�WKH�
technology developed, eventually free online. This also meant that all texts written by SSC staff 
could be made available free online in downloadable format.

$QRWKHU� EHQHÀW� RI� WKHVH� WHFKQRORJLFDO� GHYHORSPHQWV�ZDV� WKH�SRVVLELOLW\� RI� � GLVWDQFH�OHDUQLQJ�
FRXUVHV��%RWK�%UDLOOH�DQG�0RELOLW\�GLVWDQFH�OHDUQLQJ�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�E\�0DUJDUHW�/HH�
and a team of co-developers. During the 1980s a familiar sound emanating from Charteris 2/18, 
had been the happy thumping of Perkins Braillers. Now that sound could be heard all over Scotland 
DV�WHDFKHUV�SUDFWLVHG�WKHLU�*UDGH���RU���%UDLOOH��6LPLODUO\��WHDFKHUV�ZLWK�VOHHS�VKDGHV�DQG�ORQJ�
FDQHV�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�FRQÀQHG�WR�MXVW�(GLQEXUJK�EXVHV�DQG�VKRSSLQJ�PDOOV��

An important part of SSC focus and work has always been collaboration with schools, such as 
Donaldson’s School for the Deaf and The Royal Blind School, and with education authority support 
services for children and young people with sensory impairments. This was, and I am sure still 
is, a two-way positive experience and outcome, with school teaching staff contributing to the 
developments and courses run by the SSC.

Awareness of the needs of parents of both pre- and school-age children 
with sensory impairment was always present when the SSC courses or 
GHYHORSPHQWV�ZHUH�EHLQJ�SODQQHG��7KH�IXOO�ÁRZHULQJ�RI�WKLV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI�
visual impairment came with the collaboration with medical, social work and 
parental organisations in setting up a Scottish National Support Service 
IRU�9,�&KLOGUHQ��Visual Impairment Scotland, which was and still is based 
at the SSC.

2Q�WKH�GHDI�HGXFDWLRQ�VLGH��WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�VWXG\�RI�$FKLHYHPHQW�RI�'HDI�
Pupils in Scotland (ADPS), originally led by our sorely and dearly missed 
5HDGHU� LQ�'HDI� (GXFDWLRQ��'U�0DU\�%UHQQDQ�� ERWK� GHPRQVWUDWHG� WKH�
strengths and needs of these pupils, as well as developing state of the art 
resources for them.

The SSC staff contribute to developments in the Scottish school curriculum, such as, in my time, 
�����&XUULFXOXP�DQG�+LJKHU�6WLOO��DQG�QRZDGD\V�WR�WKH�&XUULFXOXP�IRU�([FHOOHQFH��WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�
the needs of children and young people with sensory impairment are taken into account. 

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��WKH�0RUD\�+RXVH�OHFWXUHUV�LQ�GHDI�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�YLVXDO�LPSDLUPHQW��VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�
secretarial and administrative and technical excellence of the SSC staff, have enriched the teaching 
and publication work of the SSC through the outcomes of their externally-funded research projects. 
These were always collaborative projects, often with other universities, sometimes international, 
and with Centres such as the Call Centre, now CALL Scotland. We were delighted when we heard 
WKDW�WKH�PHUJHU�ZLWK�(GLQEXUJK�8QLYHUVLW\�ZRXOG�PHDQ�WKDW�VWDII�RI�WKH�&DOO�&HQWUH�ZRXOG�MRLQ�XV�
RQ�WKH�WRS�ÁRRU�RI�3DWHUVRQҋV�/DQG��LQ�WKH�EHDXWLIXOO\�UHIXUELVKHG�SUHYLRXV�UHIHFWRU\�FDQWHHQ�
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I was privileged to be Co-ordinator of the centre for 13 years and during that time to share the work 
with strong, dedicated and hard-working colleagues who were also stimulating and often delightful 
to be with. I have not mentioned them all by name, nor have I mentioned all their achievements 
DQG�WKRVH�RI�WKH�66&���IDU�WRR�PDQ\�IRU�P\�DJHLQJ�EUDLQ�WR�UHPHPEHU��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�KHUH�WR�H[SUHVV�
my gratitude and good wishes to them all. My thanks also go to chairpersons and members of the 
SSC committees, who, over the years, gave their support to our work. I am grateful also to the 
PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�VWDII�RI�0RUD\�+RXVH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(GLQEXUJK�IRU� WKH� ORYHO\�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ��
support and use of resources over the years. Thanks, also, are due for the many years of funding 
DQG�DGYLFH�IURP�6FRWWLVK�2IÀFH�([HFXWLYH�*RYHUQPHQW�GHSDUWPHQWV�DQG�VWDII��0\�FRQJUDWXODWLRQV�
to all the current SSC staff members on achieving 21 years (are you being given the ‘key’ to 
Paterson’s Land?) 

7R�ÀQLVK�P\�ҊUHPLQLVFHQFHVҋ�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�VKDUH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�WKRXJKWV�ZLWK�\RX��7KH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�66&�ZLWKLQ�DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ��+(���ZKLOH�EHLQJ�IXQGHG�IURP�WKH�ҊVFKRROVҋ�SRW�RI�
money, has always been seen as an anomaly. In my view it has been a marvellous ‘happenstance’ 
ZKLFK�EURXJKW�EHQHÀWV�WR�ERWK�VLGHV��WKH�6FRWWLVK�VFKRRO�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�KDV�EHQHÀWHG�IURP�
KDYLQJ�+(�VWDII�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�GHYHORSPHQWV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�IRU�WKHLU�SXSLOV�DQG�WHDFKHUV��
/LNHZLVH��0RUD\�+RXVH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(GLQEXUJK�KDV�EHQHÀWWHG�IURP�WKH�UHVHDUFK�SURGXFWLYLW\�RI�
the SSC staff and the number of students attending the qualifying and non-qualifying courses.  
/RQJ�PD\�WKH�KDSS\�DUUDQJHPHQW�FRQWLQXH�

Marianna Buultjens
SSC Co-ordinator: 1991-2004

The Scottish Sensory Centre (SSC) 
VWDUWHG� DV�7KH� 9LVXDO� ,PSDLUPHQW�
Centre Project and was the baby 
of Marianna Buultjens and Alison 
'XWKLH��+RZ�WKDW�EDE\�KDV�JURZQ��

Working in the SSC was such a happy 
time where there was always scope 
for developing ideas and building up 
SURMHFWV��2QH�RI�P\�ELJJHVW�SURMHFWV�
was the development of the Braille 
Distance Learning Course. It is so 
exciting to see that, thanks to Morag Heeps 
and now Alison Duthie, this course has grown 
out of all recognition. Its popularity is not limited 
to Scotland and just never seems to wane. The 
other project which took up a lot of time was the 
&RXUVH�IRU�7HDFKHUV�RI�2ULHQWDWLRQ�DQG�0RELOLW\��
ZKLFK�ZDV�YDOLGDWHG�E\�+HULRW�:DWW�8QLYHUVLW\�

My enduring recollection of the SSC was 
the warmth and friendship that was very 

evident amongst those folk who 
worked together and who visited 
for courses and visits. Marianna 
not only deserves credit for all the 
work and energy she put into this 
project and the way she nurtured 
her colleagues, but also for sharing 
her vision for the SSC with all 
those who were interested. Without 
her lead, and building of sound 
foundations, things may well have 
turned out differently.

Large numbers of friends and colleagues are 
remembered with affection, and I am happy to 
say that I am still in touch with a number of them.

May I take this opportunity to wish all who are 
taking the work of the SSC forward, my good 
wishes and my congratulation in their many 
achievements.

Margaret Lee
SSC Braille Tutor/Consultant: 1991-2004
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SSC website: www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk
7KH�9LVXDO� ,PSDLUPHQW� 6HUYLFH� �9,6��ZKLFK�
FDPH� WR� WKH�0RUD\�+RXVH�9,&� IURP�6&(7� LQ�
1991, was originally published on Prestel. When 
this technology was becoming obsolete in 1994, 
we decided to rework the database and publish 
LW�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW��3KLO�2GRU�IURP�&$//�GLG�WKH�
programming for the Hypercard stack that held 
WKH� RIÁLQH� YHUVLRQ� RI�9,6� VR� WKDW� LW� FRXOG� EH�
automatically exported to html (web) format.

Since I was setting up a vehicle for publishing 
the database, I decided it would be a good idea 
to set up a website for the SSC too. The original, 
6 page website went online in 1995. Having got 
our web presence organised, I decided to look 
at what was already available on the internet. I 
GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�DOO�WKH�Ҋ9,�UHVRXUFHVҋ�DQG�
‘Deaf resources’ websites consisted of 
lists of links to other websites. A lot of 
these linked websites were also lists 
and rarely I would come across an 
article or document. More often the 
end page would be a list of things a 
resource centre or education centre 
did. At that point we decided that our 
website would always have two clicks to a 
choice of articles, documents or other materials 
hosted on the website. Coupled with this was 
the (at that time radical) philosophy that if we 
produced it or delivered it at the SSC, it would be 
available freely online to anyone who wanted it.

From May 1996 (when I worked out how to 
LVRODWH�DFFHVVHV�WR�SDJHV�IURP�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�ÀOHV�
like graphics) till December 2001 the website 
had a total of 1,861,575 hits. 

Now, 17 years later, it has 3,811 web pages, 
4,027 video clips, 2,519 images, 35 pdfs, 59 

docs, 7 audio clips and is now considered 
a world standard in low incidence 
educational resources. 

2YHU�WKH�\HDUV�,�KDYH�KDG�WR�ZLQJ�LW�
from a little program called HighTime 

which was a basic html editor, to Adobe 
3DJHPLOO�� DQG� ÀQDOO\� WR�'UHDP:HDYHU��

learn Flash animations; javascript; video 
compression and discovered the most important 
web tool in the world is a wonderful thing called 
*UDSKLF&RQYHUWHU�

I just wanted to tell you that your 
advice to parents is excellent.  
... Please keep up the great work.  
You have no idea what it means to 
see such caring professionalism.

Parent, Scotland

I have reviewed your website and am pleased 
with the community-based focus of your 
special needs training. 

Paul Ajuwon, Associate Professor, 
Counseling, Leadership and Special 
(GXFDWLRQ��0LVVRXUL�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�����

An 
excellent 

resource which I 
refer to frequently. 

Specialist teacher, 
Scotland 2011

1994
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7KH�DFFHVV�VWDWLVWLFV�DUH�RQO\�JDWKHUHG�IRU�8.�
hits nowadays but they are no less impressive - 
SSC website hits�IRU�WKH�À rst 6 months of 2011, 
���������8.��DQG���������6FRWODQG��

The website has had a number of makeovers over 
the years, sometimes going from one extreme 
(lots of colours) to the other (completely white 
background). It’s currently being overhauled 
again, to keep it fresh and dynamic. Not only 
that but you can now like us on Facebook and 
IROORZ�XV�RQ�7ZLWWHU�

,Q�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�VPDOO�ÀHOG�OLNH�GHDIEOLQGQHVV��DFFHVV�WR�WKLV�
material is essential and I recognise the time and commitment 
which it takes to run a resource like this; I can only thank you 
for continuing to support it.

'U�/L]�+RGJHV��06,�SURJUDPPH��6FKRRO�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�%LUPLQJKDP�����

When we have been talking about how to work 
I have always had SSC in my mind. When the 
other members of the team saw your website the 
immediate reaction was “this is what we should 
become”. 
Harry Svensson, National Agency for Special 
1HHGV�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�6FKRROV��6ZHGHQ�����

Elizabeth Izatt
Website Manager

1995
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,Q�0D\�������.DUULQH�6DQGHUV�EHJDQ�WKH�WDVN�RI�RUJDQLVLQJ�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�
of materials amassed by members of the SSC team. The grand plan 
was to create a lending library which could be used by teachers across 
6FRWODQG���%XW�ÀUVW�LW�QHHGHG�WR�WDNH�D�ELW�RI�VKDSH���

0DQ\�FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�VFKHPHV�ZHUH�FRQVXOWHG� WR�ÀQG� WKH�SHUIHFW�ZD\�
WR� RUJDQLVH� WKH� ERRNV� DQG� YLGHRV�� �2XW� RI� WKLV� SURFHVV� D� XQLTXH�
FODVVLÀFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�ZDV�ERUQ�� �(YHU\RQH�ZKR�KDV�XVHG� WKH� OLEUDU\�
will know about the coloured labels which are stuck to every item in the 
library, each indicating the larger subject groupings such as Yellow for 
'HDI�VXEMHFWV��%OXH�IRU�9LVXDO�,PSDLUPHQW��7KHVH�ODEHOV�LQFLGHQWDOO\�DUH�
a great help in differentiating our materials from other libraries when it 
comes time for people to return their loans as well as a great way to 
know you’re in the right section of the library.

The catalogue was founded on Filemaker Pro which we still use today, 
although the software has moved on a bit since then, and we also run 
the members database alongside it. The catalogue to-date holds 3,539 
ERRNV��YLGHRV��'9'V��ZHEVLWHV�HWF�SOXV�������DUWLFOHV�IURP�PDJD]LQHV�
have been indexed from our collection of periodicals. There were around 
1,200 items on the database when I joined the SSC in 1998 taking over 
IURP�(OL]DEHWK�3ODWW�ZKR�ZDV�WKH�5HVRXUFH�/LEUDU\�0DQDJHU�IURP������
DIWHU�.DUULQH�ZHQW�RQ�WR�GR�962�ZRUN�LQ�%HOL]H�

The postal scheme, which was the initial impetus for the SSC Library 
SURMHFW��DOORZHG�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�QRW�ORFDO�WR�WKH�66&�EDVH�LQ�(GLQEXUJK�
WR�DFFHVV�RXU�PDWHULDOV�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�

In 1999 the Scottish Association for the Deaf passed their library over to 
us and shortly afterwards in 2000, they became the Scottish Council on 
Deafness (SCoD) and we have continued a close relationship with them.

Today we have a unique collection of materials on the education of 
VHQVRU\�LPSDLUHG�FKLOGUHQ�ZKLFK�LV�XQULYDOOHG�LQ�6FRWODQG�LI�QRW�WKH�8.��
:H�SURYLGH�DFFHVV�WR�PDWHULDOV�WKDW�WHDFKHUV�LQ�6FRWODQG�ZRXOG�ÀQG�
YHU\�GLIÀFXOW�WR�VRXUFH�HOVHZKHUH��1RW�EDG�JRLQJ�KDYLQJ�VWDUWHG�IURP�
the shelves of a few academics at Moray House all those years ago.

Sheila Mackenzie
Resource Library Manager

SSC Resource Library

Liz Platt

Sheila Mackenzie

K
arrine Sanders
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Initiatives and Developments
Vision for Doing
The year after the SSC was formed, a hugely important work 
in the area of vision assessment for children who had multiple 
disabilities was published.  This was the result of long years of 
collaboration between Marianna Buultjens, SSC Co-ordinator 
and Dr Stuart Aitken of CALL and Sense Scotland. The book 
RXWOLQHV�KRZ�WR�ÀQG�RXW�ZKDW�D�GLVDEOHG�FKLOG�FDQ�VHH�DQG�KRZ�
to make the most of this vision in a group of children who are 
easily misunderstood.

This book is still in demand today and although it was aimed at 
QRQ�VSHFLDOLVWV�RULJLQDOO\� LW� LV�XVHG�E\�9,�SURIHVVLRQDOV� MXVW�DV�
readily. While the book is no longer available in print it can be 
downloaded from the SSC website.

www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/resources/vi&multi/visionbook.pdf

66&�&HUWLÀFDWH�IRU�7HDFKHUV�RI�/LSUHDGLQJ
The Scottish course to train Teachers of Lipreading was developed under the auspices of the SSC 
by a dedicated and talented team: 
5XWK�0F$UHH��/HFWXUHU�LQ�'HDI�(GXFDWLRQ��66&��
6DUDK�.LOEH\��7XWRU�2UJDQLVHU�RI�/LSUHDGLQJ��/RWKLDQ�5HJLRQ��$%(�7HDP�
Judith Christie, Hearing Therapist, Lothian Health Board; and 
0DUJDUHW�0RRGLH��*URXS�&R�RUGLQDWRU�DQG�SDVW�&KDLUPDQ�RI�'HDI�&KLOGUHQҋV�6RFLHW\��(DVW�6FRWODQG��
DQG�1DWLRQDO�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�6FRWWLVK�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�'HDI�

7KH�ÀUVW�FRXUVH�ZDV�SLORWHG�LQ���������DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�LQ����������7KH�FRXUVH�ZDV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�
UHFRJQLVHG�E\�WKH�56$�([DPLQDWLRQ�%RDUG�DV�D�&XVWRPHU�6SHFLÀF�4XDOLÀFDWLRQ��&HUWLÀFDWH�IRU�
7HDFKHUV�RI�/LSUHDGLQJ��$V�WKH�66&�UHORFDWHG�WR�D�QHZ�EXLOGLQJ�LQ������VR�GLG�WKH�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�
which found a new home in Donaldson’s School for the Deaf.

1996
Autism 
	�9LVXDO�

Impairment 
Conference

First 
SSC 

Newsletter 
published

Deaf Education Database (DEDb)
,Q������WKH�66&�ZDV�DZDUGHG�D�JUDQW�WR�GHYHORS�DQ�HTXLYDOHQW�GDWDEDVH�WR�9,6�FRYHULQJ�'HDI�
(GXFDWLRQ��&RQVHTXHQWO\�0LFKDHO�'DYLV�FDPH�WR�WKH�66&�WR�ZRUN�RQ�WKLV�SURMHFW��:KHQ�0LFKDHO�
left the databases were amalgamated in 1997 into the Sensory Information Service, which ran 
until 2004 when it was discontinued.
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7HDFKLQJ� FKLOGUHQ�ZKR� DUH�'HDIEOLQG��&RQWDFW��
Communication and Learning
Stuart Aitken, Marianna Buultjens, Catherine Clark, Jane T Eyre and 
Laura Pease (eds), 2000

7KH�RULJLQDO�VWDII�GHYHORSPHQW�SDFNDJH��&217$&7��ZDV�EDVHG�RQ�
WKH�SLRQHHULQJ�ZRUN�GRQH�ÀUVW�DW�6W�9LQFHQWҋV�6FKRRO�DQG�WKHQ�DW�
Carnbooth in the 1970s and 80s by Ailish Massey and her staff. This 
new book updated and broadened the focus of educating children 
and young people who were deafblind or multisensory impaired. 
,W� DOVR� SURYLGHG�D�8.�ZLGH�SHUVSHFWLYH�� WDNLQJ� LQWR� DFFRXQW� WKH�
GLIIHUHQW�FXUULFXOD��,W�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�E\�SHRSOH�ZLWK�H[SHUWLVH��ÀUVW�KDQG�
NQRZOHGJH��KXPDQLW\�DQG�D�VHQVH�RI�KXPRXU�

The book was published by David Fulton Publishers and is still 
available.

Achievements of Deaf Pupils in Scotland (ADPS)

,Q� 2FWREHU� ����� WKH�$'36� SURMHFW� EHJDQ�
to develop a database of information about 
deaf children in Scotland, their education and 
DFKLHYHPHQWV��)RU� WKH� ÀYH�\HDU� SHULRG�RI� WKH�
6FRWWLVK�*RYHUQPHQW� JUDQW�� WKH� WHDP�ZHUH�
highly successful in gaining a wealth of data from 
Scottish schools. 

The team comprised of Dr Mary Brennan as 
SURMHFW� GLUHFWRU��0DULDQ�*ULPHV� DV� UHVHDUFK�
associate, and a driving force in the team, 
(UQVW� 7KRXWHQKRRIG� ZKR� EHFDPH� LQYROYHG�
with developing the very complex database 

UHTXLUHG� IRU� WKH�SURMHFW��DQG�(PLO\�+HDO\�ZDV�
the administrator, an ever soothing presence 
LQ�D�YHU\�EXV\�RIÀFH��6RPH�RI� WKH�66&� WHDP�
also spent time processing the huge amounts 
of data which poured in every year. It was an 
unenviable task. 

Fortunately the data has recently been used 
as part of the Deaf Achievements Scotland 
VWXG\�ZKLFK�UHFHLYHG�IXQGLQJ�IURP�WKH�1XIÀHOG�
Foundation (2009-2012).Emily Healy, Dr Mary Brennan, Marian Grimes

1997
International 

Conference on 
'HDI�(GXFDWLRQ��
(PSRZHU�
��

9LGHR�
IRU�9,�

Learners 
&'�520��ÀUVW�

produced
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Dig it yourself
In 2001, keen gardener as well as SSC website manager, 
(OL]DEHWK�,]DWW�VHW�XS�SLORW�VHQVRU\�JDUGHQ�SURMHFWV�LQ�WZR�
(GLQEXUJK�VFKRROV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�WR�EH�WHQGHG�E\�FKLOGUHQ�
with visual impairments and complex needs.  The project 
used large adjustable planters which could be set at the 
right height for the children to access and introduced a 
variety of scented and/or textured plants, accessories 
(such as Spiky the hedgehog) and tools. Teachers also 
used the gardens within the curriculum with the children, 
including language participation and art projects.

$W�5R\DO�%OLQG�6FKRRO�(GLQEXUJK��WKH�7R\RWD�SLFNXS�ZKLFK�GHOLYHUHG�
the equipment caused more of a sensation with the kids than the 

construction of the gardens (which are still there) 
and at Westerlea our then Database editor, Ian 

Lancaster was a huge star and had about 3 
or 4 kids as his groupies for the whole day.

&RPPXQLW\�2FFXSDWLRQDO�7KHUDSLVW�GHVFULEHG�
it as 
“a useful document to have access to and I 
have gone to it to check a few things during 
one or two blocks where I felt the need to 
refocus on the child’s vision as a main area”.

In 2000 an SSC workshop was organised in collaboration with Bobath 
6FRWODQG�RQ�&HUHEUDO�3DOV\�DQG�9LVXDO�,PSDLUPHQW���$V�D�UHVXOW�D�ZRUNLQJ�
JURXS�RQ�&39,�ZDV�IRUPHG�DQG�WKLV�ERRN�ZDV�WKH�FXOPLQDWLRQ�RI�DOO�WKHLU�
KDUG�ZRUN�� � ,W�GUDZV�WRJHWKHU�SURIHVVLRQDOV� IURP�YDULRXV�ÀHOGV�� WHDFKLQJ��
ophthalmology, speech and language therapy, physiotherapy, paediatrics, 
occupational therapy and orientation and mobility.

Cerebral Palsy and Visual Impairment in Children: 
experience of collaborative practice in Scotland

. . I certainly found it useful . . . as I had not long started 
here then, particularly the case study on Jenny and the 
info by Professor Dutton.

3KLOLS�9HUYDHNH
Bobath Clinical Specialist Physiotherapist

1998
Let 

Me See: 
positioning 

of children with 
cerebral palsy 

DQG�9,

Ian Lancaster
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Multi Media Curriculum Project

0DU\� %UHQQDQҋV� OHJDF\� DOVR� LQFOXGHV� WKLV� &'�520�ZKLFK�ZDV�
SURGXFHG�LQ������DQG�ZDV�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�D�6FRWWLVK�([HFXWLYH�IXQGHG�
programme of development entitled ‘The Multimedia Curriculum 
Support for Deaf Pupils Project’.

7KH�&URZGHG�&RWWDJH�LV�D�IXOO\�VLJQ�ELOLQJXDO��%6/�(QJOLVK��UHVRXUFH�
DLPHG�DW�GHDI�FKLOGUHQ��WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�DQG�WKHLU�VFKRROV��(YHU\RQH�ZLWK�
DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�%6/�PD\�HQMR\�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKLV�&'�520��+RZHYHU��
LW�FDQ�SOD\�D�SDUWLFXODUO\� LPSRUWDQW�SDUW� LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�ELOLQJXDO�VNLOOV��ZKHWKHU�WKH�SHUVRQҋV�ÀUVW�
ODQJXDJH�LV�%6/�RU�(QJOLVK��,W�FDQ�SURYLGH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�SXSLOV�WR�ZRUN�IURP�%6/�WR�(QJOLVK�RU�
vice versa and it can support adults who are learning BSL through the numerous examples of BSL 
DQHFGRWHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�GLFWLRQDU\�FRPSRQHQW��DOO�RI�WKHVH�KDYH�(QJOLVK�WUDQVODWLRQV���7KH�VWRU\�LV�WROG�
LQ�%6/��ZULWWHQ�DQG�VSRNHQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�ZLWK�ORYHO\�LOOXVWUDWLRQV�E\�-DQ�0LOOHU���,W�LV�FRPSOHPHQWHG�
by a series of interactive games focussing on prepositions and classroom or home activities.

7KH�&URZGHG�&RWWDJH

Electronic Notetaking
,Q�6HSWHPEHU������WKH�66&�SLORWHG�LWV�ÀUVW�(OHFWURQLF�1RWHWDNLQJ��(17��FRXUVH�XQGHU�WKH�WXWHODJH�
RI�-HQQ\�:HEVWHU��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&HQWUDO�/DQFDVKLUH��7KH�SLORW�FRVWV�ZHUH�VXSSRUWHG�E\�D�VWDUW�XS�
JUDQW�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(GLQEXUJK�'LVDELOLW\�2IÀFH�RI� MXVW�XQGHU����.�DQG�WKLV�IXQGHG�WKH�
purchase of laptops, specialised software, course running costs and tutor costs. 

6XEVHTXHQWO\�WKLV�FRXUVH�ZDV�DFFUHGLWHG�E\�WKH�64$�DV�D�FXVWRPLVHG�DZDUG�DQG�VHYHUDO�FRXUVHV�
KDYH�WDNHQ�SODFH��VXFFHVVIXOO\�ODXQFKLQJ�D�WRWDO�RI����(17�SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQWR�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�DFFHVV�
VXSSRUW��,Q�WKH�QH[W�DUWLFOH�3DXOD�0F*XLUH��RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�VXFFHVVIXO�(17�FDQGLGDWHV��
shares her thoughts of the experience.

1999
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,I�\RX�NQRZ�RI�DQ�(OHFWURQLF�1RWHWDNHU�²�RU�KDYH�
been perceptive enough to witness one tiptoeing 
LQWR�WKH�FRUQHU�RI�D�PHHWLQJ�URRP�QHDU�\RX�²�WKHQ�
you’re probably in the minority. In spite of the 
undeniable need for such communication support 
in all manners of academic and professional 
scenarios, it’s still nigh on impossible to survive 
a working week without being questioned over 
the purpose, if not the validity, of notetaking.

Clearly, electronic notetaking is not a high-
SURÀOH�RFFXSDWLRQ��%XW�ZKHQ�LW�JRHV�ZHOO��ZKLFK��
admittedly, as a novice is not a great deal of the 
time, the satisfaction of knowing that the service 
has, in some small way, lowered barriers to 
information for another person heftily outweighs 
WKH� DQRQ\PLW\� DQG� UXLQHG� FXWLFOHV��(OHFWURQLF�
1RWHWDNHUV� VXSSRUW� WKRVH�ZKR� KDYH� GLIÀFXOW\�
accessing the spoken word by providing a typed 
summary of verbal content to be read from a 
screen.  (The long version, ironically, would 
include abbreviations, précis and specialised 
software and is probably less interesting.)  

The aim of the job is to bridge the gap between 
the speaker and the listener by circumventing the 
obstacles to spoken information to which certain 
disabilities, including sensory impairment, might 

give rise. The notes can be read in real-time 
and after the fact, for the purposes of review 
and revision, which can be particularly useful 
for individuals who devote their attention to an 
interpreter or lipspeaker during the event itself.

As a method of communication support, 
electronic notetaking is often overlooked and has, 
on occasion, been regarded as the poor relation 
of BSL interpreting.  While, collaboratively, the 
two can combine well hand-in-hand (pardon the 
SXQ����IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�UHTXLUH�ODQJXDJH�VXSSRUW�LQ�
IXOO�RU�PRGLÀHG�(QJOLVK��QRWHWDNLQJ�FDQ�VLQJXODUO\�
provide a valuable and accessible resource.  

7KH�66&ҋV�(OHFWURQLF�1RWHWDNLQJ�FRXUVH�SURYHG�
to be both challenging and inspiring in (almost) 
equal measures and provided this complete 
beginner with a solid, if somewhat tensely-
held, grasp of both the practical and theoretical 
elements of the notetaking profession.  With 
D� VKLQ\� FHUWLÀFDWH� LQ� KDQG�DQG� WKH� DVSLUDWLRQ�
WR� HUDGLFDWH� VXSHUÁXRXV� DGMHFWLYHV� �IURP� WKH�
VSRNHQ�ZRUG� RQO\���� D� VHOI�FRQVFLRXVO\� QHZ�
(OHFWURQLF� 1RWHWDNHU� ZDV� ODXQFKHG� LQWR� WKH�
glitz and glamour of life as a Language Service 
Professional and has relished the opportunity 
ever since.

6R��LI�WDFNOLQJ�TXLFN�ÀUH�JUDPPDU�RQ�WKH�KRRI��
adapting to fresh and assorted situations on a 
daily basis and lugging several kilos of laptop 
across sprawling university campuses is your 
idea of a perfect working week, electronic 
notetaking might well be an appropriate addition 
WR�\RXU�UHSHUWRLUH�

Paula McGuire
(OHFWURQLF�1RWHWDNHU�

	�66&�(17�VWXGHQW��������
www.littlelimetree.co.uk  

7KH�KLJKV�	�ZRHV�RI�D�ÁHGJLQJ�(OHFWURQLF�1RWHWDNHU

2000
Achievements 
of Deaf Pupils 

in Scotland
project

Paula McGuire
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British Sign Language Glossary Projects: 2005-12

Since 2005 the SSC has been involved in hosting and creating 
BSL glossaries, starting with the Maths glossary which were 
VLJQHG�E\�'HDI�0DWKV�WHDFKHU��*HUU\�+XJKHV�DW�6W�9LQFHQW
V�
6FKRRO� IRU� WKH�'HDI� LQ�*ODVJRZ��7KH�VXFFHVV�RI� WKLV� OHG�WR�
ideas of covering other subject groups and the initial focus 
has been on science.  

7KH�%6/�6FLHQFH�6LJQV�*ORVVDU\�ZDV� ODXQFKHG� LQ�������D�
culmination of lots of meetings to discuss the formation of signs, 
ORQJ�DUJXPHQWV�DQG�ÀQDOO\�UHDFKLQJ�FRQVHQVXV���7KH�ÀOPLQJ�
DOVR�EHFDPH�D�FRPSOH[�SURFHVV��(OL]DEHWK�,]DWW�UHPHPEHUV�
fondly, “including sifting through 24 takes of ‘enzyme’.” The 
working group collaborating on this development included Dr 
$XGUH\�&DPHURQ��&ODLUH�/HLSHU��*DU\�4XLQQ�IURP�+HULRW�:DWW�
8QLYHUVLW\��DQG�&ROLQ�'XQORS�IURP�'XUKDP�8QLYHUVLW\�

Work has continued on, and the most recent development being undertaken by Dr Audrey Cameron 
DQG�*DU\�4XLQQ�ZLWK�VXSSRUW�IURP�&ROLQ�'XQORS��-RKQ�%URZQOLH��DQG�0DUN�0F4XHHQ��LV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�
RI�SK\VLFV��7KLV�ZRUN�ZDV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�D�GRQDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�5R\DO�$FDGHP\�RI�(QJLQHHULQJ��/RQGRQ��

7KH�66&�KRSHV�WKH�JORVVDULHV�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�ÁRXULVK�ZKLOVW�PRYLQJ�IRUZDUG�LQWR�RWKHU�GLVFLSOLQHV�
in the future.

2001
Self 

(YDOXDWLRQ�
by Peripatetic 

Sensory
Services
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Developmental Journal for babies and children
with visual impairment
7KH� -RXUQDO� ZDV� GHYHORSHG� LQ� (QJODQG� E\�
Naomi Dale, Consultant Clinical Psychologist, 
DQG�$OLVRQ�6DOW��&RQVXOWDQW�3DHGLDWULFLDQ��*UHDW�
2UPRQG�6WUHHW�+RVSLWDO�� /RQGRQ�DQG� IXQGHG�
E\�'I(6��

The Journal was designed for families with a 
young child with visual impairment and for the 
professionals who work with them. It enables 
parents to track their child’s development, 
helping them to record and celebrate progress 
through the early years. The Journal supports 
partnership working between families and 
professionals by providing a shared basis 
for discussion and a common framework of 
reference when many different people are in 
contact with a child and family. It also supports 
effective early intervention by improving 
everyone’s understanding of the developmental 
processes involved. 

7KH� 66&ҋV� 9,� &XUULFXOXP� 6XSSRUW� *URXS�
checked the Journal to see how relevant it 
was within a Scottish context and found, apart 
from some of the legislation, it was an excellent 
resource. As a result, Dr John Ravenscroft 
negotiated the purchase of 200 copies of the 
Journal to disseminate across Scotland. The 
SSC added an addendum to the Journal of the 
relevant Scottish legislation and the only other 
proviso from the authors of the Journal was that 
its issue should be accompanied by training in 
its use by someone trained to do so.

7KH�-RXUQDO�ZDV�ÀUVW� LQWURGXFHG�WR�D�6FRWWLVK�
audience by its authors, Naomi Dale and Alison 
Salt at an SSC course in December 2007. 
Subsequently, Lorna Hall, recently taking early 
retirement, was recruited by SSC and trained by 
Alison and Naomi as the SSC’s Developmental 

Journal Tutor. Lorna has 
been delivering outreach 
training across Scotland 
and beyond ever since, 
as she relates in the next 
article.

Please note that  the Journal 
is downloadable and this is recommended for 
outreach training outside Scotland as the hard 
copies are not mailed out.

Dr Naomi Dale, Lorna Hall, Dr Alison Salt

)RXU�\HDUV�DJR��DIWHU�WUDLQLQJ�LQ�*UHDW�2UPRQG�
Street, I began to deliver training in the use of The 
Developmental Journal. This has continued 
since then and I have delivered the course 
around the country, to support teams, sensory 
teams, orthoptists, teachers, psychologists, 
&02V��DQG�HDUO\�\HDUV�VWDII�WHDPV�

To those unfamiliar with it, the Journal is a fairly 
large tome, in the form of a loose-leaf binder, 
which is designed for parents and carers of 
visually impaired babies and young children - up 
to chronological age of 3. It is a developmental 
framework to be used by parents in partnership 

2002
Promoting 

social 
inclusion

of pupils with
9,�LQ

mainstream
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ZLWK�SURIHVVLRQDOV�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKHP��7KH�-RXUQDO�ZDV�GHYHORSHG�E\�D�WHDP�DW�WKH�9LVLRQ�FOLQLF�LQ�
*UHDW�2UPRQG�6WUHHW�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�ÀQGLQJV�GXULQJ����\HDUV�RI�VHHLQJ�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�

Presenting the Journal to such a variety of groups has been a challenge at times but all recipients 
have been very welcoming and receptive to the ideas and strategies presented. It has proved to 
EH�SDUWLFXODUO\�XVHIXO�WR�VWDII�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�EDELHV�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�LQ�WKHLU�FDUHHU��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKRVH�
VXGGHQO\�ODXQFKHG��IRU�RQH�UHDVRQ�RU�DQRWKHU��LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�YLVXDO�LPSDLUPHQW��7KH�ÀQGLQJV�
IURP�WKH�DXWKRUV�RI�WKH�SURFHVVHV�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�\HDUV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�ZKLFK�DUH�YXOQHUDEOH���GXH�
to visual impairment - have proved to be very enlightening to staff. Many have reported that they 
would rethink their whole approach to babies after the training. As with almost all staff development 
courses, the discussion between course members can be just as helpful as anything presented 
IRUPDOO\��7KLV�ZDV�SDUWLFXODUO\�REYLRXV�WR�PH�ZKHQ�,�YLVLWHG�WKH�9LVXDO� ,PSDLUPHQW�7HDFKHUV� LQ�
Trim near Dublin recently. Separated as they are by large distances, they took every opportunity 
to discuss the material, their current strategies and future developments.

It must always be remembered that the Journal was developed for use by parents and I can say 
that from experience of using it, I found that parents appreciated having a picture in 
their hands of the progress of development of their baby and also in knowing what 
the next step was likely to be, as well as the knowledge of the vulnerable areas.

As for me, I’ll continue to work on my arm muscles as I deliver the course - and 
WKH�-RXUQDOV�

Lorna Hall
Developmental Journal Tutor

SSC Pathway to Competence CPD Course 
The Requirement for Teachers (Scotland) 
Regulations 2005 came into force on 30th 
September 2005. These requirements relate 
to Teachers of the Deaf and Teachers of the 
9LVXDOO\� ,PSDLUHG� DQG� VSHFLI\� WKDW� WHDFKHUV�
working wholly or mainly with children and young 
people who are sensory impaired must possess 
DQ�DSSURSULDWH�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�WR�WHDFK�VXFK�SXSLOV��

Although education authorities have a duty to 
SURYLGH�DGHTXDWH�DQG�HIÀFLHQW�SURYLVLRQ�WR�PHHW�
the additional support needs of their pupils and 
a responsibility to ensure that teachers hold 
DQ� DSSURSULDWH� TXDOLÀFDWLRQ��*XLGDQFH� IURP�
WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�GRHV�QRW�VWLSXODWH�KRZ�WKHVH�
TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�VKRXOG�EH�REWDLQHG�EXW�VWUHVVHV�

WKDW� DQ\� SDWKZD\� WR� DSSURSULDWH� TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�
should be quality assured and the starting point 
should be in meeting the needs of the children 
and the additional competences required to do 
that effectively.

7UDGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�PDLQ�URXWH�WR�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�KDV�
been addressed by completing a postgraduate 
TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�DW� D� KLJKHU� HGXFDWLRQ� LQVWLWXWH�� ,W�
is recognised that this is likely to remain the 
PDLQ�URXWH�WR�WKHVH�TXDOLÀFDWLRQV��+RZHYHU��WKH�
SSC has developed an alternative route to the 
SRVWJUDGXDWH�TXDOLÀFDWLRQ�WKDW�DOORZV�WHDFKHUV�
to demonstrate that they have the additional 
competences required to support pupils with a 
sensory impairment.

2003
Cerebral 

Palsy 
DQG�9LVXDO�

Impairment  in 
Children
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The SSC, in collaboration with staff in Moray 
+RXVH��&LW\�RI�(GLQEXUJK�&RXQFLO�DQG�WKH�5R\DO�
%OLQG�6FKRRO��(GLQEXUJK�SURGXFHG�WKH�RULJLQDO�
version of the competences handbook in 2008. 
3DUWLFXODU� WKDQNV�DUH�GXH� WR�(OL]DEHWK�+RUQH��
(OL]DEHWK�0F&DQQ��&DUULH�0DQQLRQ��*HUDOGLQH�
(OOLRWW��0DUWLQ�9DOOHO\��5RVLH�:LOVRQ�DQG�$OLVRQ�
*DUEHWW�

Considerable revision and change was made to 
the original documentation to develop the current 
handbook for teachers who choose to take this 
route of study.

The SSC Pathway to Competence course 
is not a taught course; teachers fulfil the 
learning outcomes through work-based learning, 
professional visits and by accessing relevant 
readings and an academic assignment. Course 
members are allocated a tutor with relevant 
expertise in this area who will support them 
either in face-to-face tutorials, or by telephone, 
emails, etc.

To-date three teachers have successfully 
completed the whole of the Pathway to 
Competence CPD Course for Teachers who are 
9LVXDOO\� ,PSDLUHG��2QH�WHDFKHU�FRPSOHWHG�WKH�
pilot course and her comments were very helpful 
when reviewing the course. Two teachers have 
FRPSOHWHG�WKH�FRXUVH�VLQFH�WKHQ��7KH�([WHUQDO�
([DPLQHU�RI�WKH�SRVWJUDGXDWH�$GGLWLRQDO�6XSSRUW�
IRU� /HDUQLQJ� �9LVXDO� ,PSDLUPHQW�� SURJUDPPH�
RIIHUHG� E\� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\� RI� (GLQEXUJK�ZDV�
asked to comment on the portfolios submitted 
by these two teachers. It was very reassuring 
to hear her comment that the standard of both 
these submissions compared favourably to the 
standard of the assignments she has moderated 
relating to the formal university programme.  It is 
recognised that some teachers, including class 
teachers in mainstream and teachers in special 
schools are not likely to require to demonstrate 

all of the competences. Six teachers elected 
to complete parts of the course and each of 
these has successfully completed these areas 
of competence.  It has been a very positive 
experience for me as one of the tutors; the 
VXEPLVVLRQV� UHÁHFW� WKH� SURIHVVLRQDO� DWWLWXGH�
that the teachers have shown. The evidence 
supports the teachers’ professional skills and 
abilities, the enhanced level of their knowledge 
and understanding of sensory impairment and 
its implications, but most of all the creative 
DSSURDFK�PDQ\�KDYH�WDNHQ�WR�ÀQG�ZD\V�IRUZDUG�
in making the curriculum accessible to their 
pupils.  Currently twelve teachers are at various 
VWDJHV�RI�SURJUHVV�DQG�LQ������ÀYH�DSSOLFDWLRQV�
have been received (three intend to complete 
the whole course).

It is my belief that this course provides 
teachers with a mechanism to demonstrate the 
additional competences, knowledge, skills and 
understanding required to meet the needs of the 
children and young people that they support.

If you would like to know more about this course, 
details are available on the SSC website or 
you can contact the SSC directly to ask for 
information. 

Janis Sugden
SSC Co-ordinator

2004
(GXFDWLRQ

(ASL)
(Scotland)

Act

Crowded 
Cottage 

Multimedia 
&'�520�LQ

%6/�	�(QJOLVK
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Habilitation and the Scottish Sensory Centre
,Q������WKHUH�ZDV�QR�VXEVWDQWLYH�FHUWLÀHG�WUDLQLQJ�RI�KDELOLWDWLRQ�VSHFLDOLVWV�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�
and young people with visual impairment available in Scotland. Habilitation specialists work with 
visually impaired children (from birth to 19) and their families to develop a child’s existing habilitation 
- mobility, orientation and independence skills - to systematically enhance and maximise the child’s 
independence. In the long term such skills will underpin a child’s - as a young adult - ability to 
travel for interviews, hold down a job and live independently: they directly underpin the acquiring 
of academic knowledge, skills and understanding developed through a child’s academic learning. 

&ROOHDJXHV�LQ�*ODVJRZ�UHFRJQLVHG�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�DQ�DJHLQJ�H[LVWLQJ�VSHFLDOLVW�ZRUNIRUFH�DQG�
sought out new training programmes. At the same time Janis Sugden at the Scottish Sensory 
Centre (SSC) and Angie Bisson at the Royal Blind School (RBS) were working with colleagues 
LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�0RELOLW\���3URMHFW�LQ�(QJODQG��7KLV�8.�JRYHUQPHQW�IXQGHG�SURMHFW�ZDV�DLPHG�DW�
SURGXFLQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�1DWLRQDO�6WDQGDUGV�LQ�WKLV�DUHD�RI�ZRUN�DQG�WKHQ�GHYHORSLQJ�WUDLQLQJ�SURJUDPPHV�
to support habilitation work with children and young people. 

'U�.DWK\�6SRZDUW��1+6�*UHDWHU�*ODVJRZ�	�&O\GH��DQG�0RQLFD�0F*HHYHU��+D]HOZRRG�6FKRRO��
*ODVJRZ���(ODLQH�%UDFNHQULGJH��5%6��DQG�-DQLV�6XJGHQ��66&��PHW�ZLWK�WKH�0RELOW\���WHDP��'U�
.DUO�:DOO�DQG�'U�2OJD�0LOOHU��DQG�DUUDQJHG�IRU�WKH�SURJUDPPH�FXUUHQWO\�WKHQ�EHLQJ�GHOLYHUHG�LQ�
(QJODQG��WR�EH�GHOLYHUHG�LQ�6FRWODQG�DV�SDUW�RI�GHYHORSLQJ�D�IXWXUH�XQLTXHO\�6FRWWLVK�SURJUDPPH��7KH�
Scottish Sensory Centre, under Janis Sugden played a crucial supporting role in the development 
RI� WKH�SURJUDPPH�DORQJ�ZLWK�FROOHDJXHV�DW� WKH�5R\DO�%OLQG�6FKRRO��7KH�ÀUVW�JUDGXDWHV�RI� WKLV�
JURXQG�EUHDNLQJ�SURJUDPPH���WKH�ÀUVW�QDWLRQDO�VWDQGDUGV�EDVHG�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�RI�KDELOLWDWLRQ�ZRUN�
with children and young people in Scotland - graduate this year.

The Scottish Sensory Centre, as it celebrates its 21st anniversary, has a crucial and continuing role 
LQ�OHDGLQJ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�6FRWODQGҋV�RZQ�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�4XDOLW\�6WDQGDUGV��E\�FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�
KRVW�WKH�YLWDOO\�LPSRUWDQW��LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�VLJQLÀFDQW��66&�ZHEVLWH��IRU�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�H[SHUWLVH�
store this represents) and by continuing to promote habilitation training and work for children and 
\RXQJ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�YLVXDO�QHHGV��7KH�66&�DOVR�KDV�D�UROH�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�6FRWODQGҋV�RZQ�FHUWLÀHG�
habilitation training programmes drawing on the experience of the current programmes so that 
children and young people with visual needs in Scotland and their families can continue to be 
VXSSRUWHG�E\�KLJKO\�TXDOLÀHG��SURIHVVLRQDO�SUDFWLWLRQHUV�ZKRVH�ZRUN�LV�HYLGHQFH�EDVHG��XVLQJ�EHVW�
practice and contemporary Scottish and international research. 

'U�.DUO�:DOO
National Programme Leader
*UDGXDWH�'LSORPD��6SHFLDOLVW�4XDOLÀFDWLRQ�LQ�+DELOLWDWLRQ�DQG�'LVDELOLWLHV�RI�6LJKW��&KLOGUHQ�DQG�
<RXQJ�3HRSOH��� DQG� /HFWXUHU� LQ�3V\FKRORJ\� DQG�+DELOLWDWLRQ�6WXGLHV�� ,QVWLWXWH� RI�(GXFDWLRQ��
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/RQGRQ�
For details of habilitation training available in Scotland contact:
Janis Sugden janis.sugden@ed.ac.uk or Dr Wall directly via k.wall@ioe.ac.uk
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In my role as SSC Co-ordinator I have been 
involved in the delivery of this course as the 
programme development advisor for the Scottish 
pilot version of this course.  It has been an 
absolute privilege to take part in 90 per cent of 
WKH�DFDGHPLF�VHVVLRQV�� OHDG�E\�'U�.DUO�:DOO��
DQG� WR�REVHUYH��DQG�ÀOP��D�VLPLODU�DPRXQW�RI�
the practical classes lead by Angie Bisson from 
The Royal Blind School. 

The students came from a variety of backgrounds 
including social work, nursing, mainstream and 
special school settings. Many of the students 

had not studied for many years, for them the 
academic element appeared daunting initially, while others had recently completed degree level 
programmes. The academic assignments are thoroughly scrutinised and are subject to the rules 
DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�VWLSXODWHG�E\�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/RQGRQ��7KH�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�
all met these stringent criteria and in listening to the students’ comments I hear the relief in their 
YRLFHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�UHFHLYH�SRVLWLYH�UHVXOWV�EXW�DOVR�D�JURZLQJ�FRQÀGHQFH�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�VHOI�EHOLHI�

The practical aspects of the course are demanding and although a few of the students initially 
found the high standard required onerous, I believe that these students, who now have an in-
depth understanding of why this is necessary, will demand the same high standards when they 
are working with children, young people and their families.

,W�KDV�EHHQ�D�SOHDVXUH�WR�EH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�ERWK�.DUO�DQG�$QJLH�LQ�WKLV�SLORW�SURJUDPPH��7KH�
5R\DO�%OLQG�6FKRRO�KDYH�PDGH�XV�DOO�ZHOFRPH��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKH�'HSXWH�+HDG��(ODLQH�%UDFNHQULGJH�
has organised accommodation and arranged timetables to allow staff to share their expertise with 
the group. 

,�DP�VXUH�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�LQYROYHG�LV�SURXG�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�6FRWWLVK�FRKRUWVҋ�DFKLHYHPHQWV�DQG�ZLOO�ZLVK�
them well in their future role as Habilitation Specialists in Scotland where they will be pioneers 
and take a leading part in the future of mobility and independence (habilitation) work with children 
and young people who are blind or visually impaired.

Janis Sugden
SSC Co-ordinator & Scottish Programme Development 
Adviser for the Habilitation Studies course
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Managing Change in VI Education
0DQDJLQJ�&KDQJH�LQ�9,�(GXFDWLRQ�ZDV�WKH�WKLUG�
QDWLRQDO� FRQIHUHQFH� RUJDQLVHG� E\� WKH�9LVXDO�
Impairment Standing Committee in September 
1996. 

The three-day conference was held at the 
+HULRW�:DWW�8QLYHUVLW\� DQG� ORRNHG� DW� WKH� NH\�
issues arising from the changes in society 
and technology at that time, as they affected 
the education of young children and students 
with visual impairment. As well as keynote 
addresses, seminars and workshops, there 
were opportunities for participants to display 
records of their own work and to contribute to 
discussions. 

The main themes of the conference were:
�� ,PSOLFDWLRQ� RI� 3ROLWLFDO� DQG� (FRQRPLF�

5HDOLWLHV�IRU�(GXFDWLRQ
�� 5LJKWV��5LVNV�DQG�(QYLURQPHQW
�� $GYDQFHV� LQ� 3UDFWLFDO� $SSOLFDWLRQV� RI�

Technology.

.HQ� &RUVDU�� 'LUHFWRU� RI� (GXFDWLRQ�� &LW\� RI�
*ODVJRZ�&RXQFLO�RSHQHG� WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�ZLWK�
´9,�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�1HZ�&RXQFLOVµ�

2YHU�WKH�QH[W�WKUHH�GD\V�NH\QRWH�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�
were made by:
3DXO�(QQDOV��'LUHFWRU�� (GXFDWLRQ��7UDLQLQJ�	�
(PSOR\PHQW��51,%��/RQGRQ
3URIHVVRU�/LQGVD\�3DWHUVRQ��(GXFDWLRQDO�3ROLF\�
6WXGLHV��0RUD\�+RXVH�,QVWLWXWH��(GLQEXUJK
Dr Philippa Russell, Director, Council for 
Disabled Children, National Children’s Bureau, 
London
&ROLQ�0F.D\��/HJDO�	�3ROLF\�$GYLVHU��(1$%/(��
*ODVJRZ

6WHYH�-DFREV��$7	7�*,6��'D\WRQ��2KLR
'U�*RUGRQ�'XWWRQ��&RQVXOWDQW�2SKWKDOPRORJLVW��
5R\DO�+RVSLWDO�IRU�6LFN�&KLOGUHQ��*ODVJRZ
3URIHVVRU�7RP�9LQFHQW��,(7��7KH�2SHQ�8QLYHUVLW\��
0LOWRQ�.H\QHV�

([KLELWRUV�DW�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�LQFOXGHG�
British Blind Sports, CALL Centre, Children 
LQ� 6FRWODQG�� (7$6��&DSDELOLW\� 6FRWODQG�� )LIH�
6RFLHW\�IRU�WKH�%OLQG��*XLGH�'RJV�IRU�WKH�%OLQG�
$VVRFLDWLRQ��+HQVKDZҋV�&ROOHJH�� /22.��7KH�
Royal Blind School, Royal National Institute 
for the Blind, Scottish Sensory Centre, Sense 
6FRWODQG��8GGLQJVWRQ�*UDPPDU�6FKRRO�� DQG�
WKH�9LVLRQ�%XV��

Technological suppliers were in attendance 
on the last day to demonstrate their products 
DQG� HTXLSPHQW��3URIHVVLRQDO�9LVLRQ�6HUYLFHV�
/WG��3XOVH�'DWD�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�8.�/WG��6HQVRU\�
Systems Ltd, Sight & Sound Technology Ltd
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Achievements of Deaf Pupils in Scotland Project
(ADPS)
 This 2004 conference provided one of the 
first opportunities to disseminate up-to-date 
information on the ADPS project to a wider 
audience and there were over 50 delegates 
in attendance. The ADPS project had been 
gathering information on a yearly basis on the 
population of deaf children within Scotland since 
������DQG�WKH�ÀQGLQJV��LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�GHDI�FKLOGUHQҋV�
achievements and attainments, raised a range of 
issues of interest to those in local authorities who 
were responsible for overseeing provision, eg, 
teachers of deaf children, mainstream teachers 
with deaf children in their classes, parents of deaf 
children, professionals working with deaf children 
and deaf adults.  The 2004 contributors included:

Professor Pamela Munn, Head of Moray House 
6FKRRO�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��
the ADPS Team (Dr Mary Brennan, Marian 
*ULPHV��&ODLUH�/HLSHU��(UQVW�7KRXWHQKRRIG���
Cathie Craigie, MSP, Chair of Cross Parliamentary 
*URXS�RQ�'HDIQHVV��

Stakeholder representatives: 
Marie McCormack, Lorna Mortis and Anne 
Cowgill;
Deaf organisation representatives, 
.HQ�&RUVDU��'LUHFWRU��1'&6�6FRWODQG��
&DUROH�7RUUDQFH��3UHVLGHQW�(OHFW��%$72'��

(PSRZHU����ZDV� WKH� ÀUVW� GHDI� FRQIHUHQFH� WR� EH�KHOG� LQ�0RUD\�
house for 30 years and took place at the Cramond Campus which 
was then still part of Moray House. Nestled in the proceedings 
we can see that Barry McCormick delivered a paper on Cochlear 
implants to an audience of whom only half had direct contact with 
the technology before. Connie Mayer, apparently no stranger to the 
SSC even then, also presented a paper showing how applicable 
research is to teachers of the deaf.

The barman was having dreadful trouble getting his lager working. 
2QH�PDQ�ZDLWHG�IRU�DERXW���PLQXWHV�WLOO�KH�HYHQWXDOO\�JRW�D�SLQW��
Next in the queue was a Deaf delegate who patiently watched the 
proceedings and when it was her turn signed, “I’ll have the same”. 
7KH�EDUPDQ�ZDV�KRUULÀHG�XQWLO�KH�UHDOLVHG�VKH�ZDV�NLGGLQJ�

Empower 97

2008
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/DQJXDJH�	�'HDI�(GXFDWLRQ��LQWR�WKH���VW�&HQWXU\ 
We set off for Dunblane Hydro on the Thursday 
night - it was dark when we arrived, and quite a 
lot later than I’d hoped owing to a slight detour 
URXQG�WKH�ZLOGV�RI�:HVW�/RWKLDQ��WU\LQJ�WR�ÀQG�
WKH�0��� �%\� WKH� WLPH�ZH�JRW� WKHUH� WKH� URRP�
ORWWHU\�KDG�DOUHDG\�EHJXQ�ZLWK�0DULDQ�*ULPHV�
DQG�(LOHHQ�%XUQV�XQZLWWLQJO\�VQDJJLQJ�WKH�EHVW�
suites in the hotel and John Ravenscroft (then 
Co-ordinator of the SSC) offered an unrenovated 
room with a serious mould problem. There 
wasn’t much time to enjoy the accommodation 
though as SSC staff were on the go from before 
breakfast until we collapsed in our overheated 
rooms much later that night. Any ideas of using 
the spa quickly evaporated.

Fortunately the conference itself went much 
more smoothly and attendees were pleased 
with the opportunity to link current research with 
current practice and many said they went home 
with lots of ideas. 

A team of highly respected academic speakers 
LQFOXGHG���6XH�$UFKEROG��6XH�*UHJRU\�DQG�$O\V�
<RXQJ�IURP�WKH�8.��+DUU\�.QRRUV�IURP�+ROODQG��
Connie Mayer from Canada; Marc Marschark 
DQG�6WHYH�1RYHU�IURP�WKH�86$�DQG�*UHJ�/HLJK�
from Australia; all names which you will see 
in abundance on books and journals on Deaf 
(GXFDWLRQ�

Participants also appreciated the opportunity 

Dunblane Hydro March 2006

2009

"Lots of food for thought - have found 
the speakers quite inspirational."

"A great gathering 
of educatiors."

"Worthwhile and current."

to discuss these issues with their peers as well 
as the presenters themselves. The conference 
was also an appropriate way of paying tribute to 
'U�0DU\�%UHQQDQ
V�OLIH�ORQJ�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKH�
rights of deaf children and their families.

SSC
Pathway

to
Competence
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5HÁHFWLQJ�RQ�'HDI�(GXFDWLRQ��&XUUHQW�
Research and Practice

Terezinha Nunes

7KH�EHDXWLIXO�3OD\IDLU�/LEUDU\�LQ�2OG�&ROOHJH�RI�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(GLQEXUJK�IRUPHG�WKH�EDFNGURS�
for the most recent conference to be organised 
by SSC. Not being a custom-built 21st Century 
lecture theatre caused its own problems though 
as we nervously waited at 9.30 am for the 
technical team to turn up with the screen and 
projector equipment. As usual Marc Marschark 
was the voice of calm and everything was ready 
in time for the start of the conference.

7KH�GD\�ZDV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�5DFKHO�2ҋ1HLOO�
and her team to report on the research they 
have been doing on the Deaf Achievements 
Scotland (DAS) project. This research followed 
up a previous project Achievement of Deaf 
Pupils in Scotland between 2000 and 2005. 
The initial project collected data from teachers 
of deaf children on 2,086 deaf children from 
across Scotland. Through a data sharing 
DJUHHPHQW� ZLWK� 64$� WKH� WHDP�ZDV� DEOH� WR�
track the achievement of 540 pupils from the 
ADPS study at S4. Two unique features make 
WKH�ÀQGLQJV�LQWHUHVWLQJ��)LUVWO\��LW�DQDO\VHV�WKH�
achievement of 54 profoundly deaf children who 
have been implanted at a much younger age. 
Secondly, the effects of having a mild hearing 
loss (144 children) can be studied in much more 
detail than before. For example, we found that 
the mean tariff score at S4 was 137 for deaf 
pupils compared to a mean score of 175 for all 
Scottish pupils. Further analysis showed that 
there was a correlation between the tariff score 
with socio-economic status and with degree 
of hearing loss. Analyses of levels of support 
over the ADPS project period are compared 
with outcomes. Results suggest that services 
for deaf children may use audiological labels to 
allocate levels of support, and as a consequence 

moderately deaf children and some mildly deaf 
children receive less support than they need 
to succeed in the education system. At a time 
of cutbacks in school support services, this is 
DQ�LPSRUWDQW�ÀQGLQJ��7KH�UHVHDUFK�WHDP�DOVR�
reported on a questionnaire to deaf young 
SHRSOH�LQ�6FRWODQG�DJHG����²����ZKR�KDG�OHIW�
school. The team are continuing their research 
project until August 2012.

2WKHU� VSHDNHUV� LQFOXGHG 
Professor Marc Marschark, 
&HQWHU�IRU�(GXFDWLRQ�5HVHDUFK�
P a r t n e r s h i p s  N a t i o n a l 
Technical Institute for the 
Deaf, Rochester Institute of 
Technology & Moray House 
6FKRRO�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��8QLYHUVLW\�
RI�(GLQEXUJK� ��Professor 
Terez inha  Nunes , 
8QLYHUVLW\� RI� 2[IRUG� ��
Cathy Rhoten, Western 
Pennsy lvania School 
for the Deaf Pittsburgh, 
3HQQV\ O YDQ LD � � 86$� ��
Julie Arendt, DAS project, 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(GLQEXUJK� 

2010 Habilitation
Studies
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The speakers reported on their research as, 
although the education systems are quite 
different in their countries, the issues and 
challenges presented are remarkably common: 
early support, accountability, improving access 
to classroom learning and setting high standards. 

Part of the conference also included Poster 
contributions offering more research perspectives 
for delegates to consider - see list below.

Feedback from participants:
How will you use what you have learned 

today?
�*RRG� WR�QHWZRUN�DQG�GLVFXVV� WKH�
FRQWHQWV�RI�WKH�SUHVHQWDWLRQV���*LYHV�
IRRG�IRU�WKRXJKW���$OVR�JRRG�WR�ÀQG�RXW�
what’s happening in places outside 
Scotland."
"Have a heightened awareness of how 
deaf students function."
�*UHDW� LQIRUPDWLRQ� UHODWLQJ� WR�VWDWLVWLFV�
LQ�WKH�8.��

"As a parent it improved my understanding 
of how my child learns."
"In practical classroom situation and pass on 
better-informed awareness to mainstream staff."

What was best about the conference?
"Speakers were all very interesting and 
LQIRUPDWLYH��9HQXH�H[FHOOHQW��
"High quality research.  Big international names."
"Being at this conference highlights to me the 
breadth of skills involved in deaf education …"
"The event overall was stimulating and thought-
provoking."

Cathy RhotenJulie Arendt
Rachel O'Neill

(LOHHQ�%XUQV��*DUYHO�'HDI�&HQWUH��*UHHQRFN��How can we improve access to SQA exams for signing deaf 
candidates?
'U�$XGUH\�&DPHURQ�DQG�5DFKHO�2ҋ1HLOO��6FRWWLVK�6HQVRU\�&HQWUH��*DU\�4XLQQ��+HULRW�:DWW�8QLYHUVLW\��Collecting, 
&RLQLQJ�DQG�'HÀQLQJ�QHZ�WHUPV�LQ�%6/�
(ODLQH�)DUURZ�	�2OLYHU�/HPRQ��+HULRW�:DWW�8QLYHUVLW\��(GLQEXUJK��8.��Adding Sign Language Animation to the 
ECHOES Multimodal Technology Enhanced Learning Environment
(YHO\Q�*UHHQ��.HQQ\�)UDVHU��(ULQ�*UDFH��5R]�-DFNVRQ��/DULVVD�0F&ROJDQ��)LRQD�6PLWK��1LFN�:DONHU��+HDULQJ�
Impairment Service, Crosshouse: Finger Spellathon
/HVOH\�0F*XLJDQ�	�$OLVRQ�&XQQLQJKDP��)DLUYLHZ�6FKRRO��3HUWK��Baby & Toddler Music Therapy Initiative
'U�&KORs�0DUVKDOO��,QVWLWXWH�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/RQGRQ: ,QYHVWLJDWLQJ�VSHFLÀF�ODQJXDJH�LPSDLUPHQW�LQ�
deaf children who use British Sign Language
(PLO\�1RUGPDQQ��6FKRRO�RI�3V\FKRORJ\��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$EHUGHHQ� Perspectives on academic and social aspects 
of deaf and hearing children and their hearing parents
%ULDQ�6KDQQDQ��)LIH�6HQVRU\�6XSSRUW�6HUYLFH��.LP�'DYLGVRQ�.HOO\��1+6�*UHDWHU�*ODVJRZ�	�&O\GH��5DFKHO�2ҋ1HLOO��
Scottish Sensory Centre : Best Practice Guidelines in Early Years Work with Deaf Children and their Families 
in Scotland: an Early Intervention Approach for Scotland 
'U�5XWK�6ZDQZLFN��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/HHGV��&ULWLFDO�7KLQNLQJ�	�5HÁHFWLYH�3UDFWLFH�LQ�'HDI�(GXFDWLRQ
3URIHVVRU�6KHLOD�5LGGHOO��'U�(OLVDEHW�:HHGRQ��/LQGD�$KOJUHQ��&HQWUH�IRU�5HVHDUFK�LQ�(GXFDWLRQ�,QFOXVLRQ�DQG�
'LYHUVLW\��&5(,'���8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(GLQEXUJK��-DQLV�6XJGHQ��6FRWWLVK�6HQVRU\�&HQWUH��Unpacking and exploring 
Government statistics on sensory impairment
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5HÁHFWLRQV 
Congratulation to the Scottish Sensory Centre 
(SSC) on its 21st anniversary. It has been a 
pleasure to be associated with the SSC for 
PDQ\�\HDUV�QRZ��2ULJLQDOO\�ZRUNLQJ�DORQJVLGH�
Marianna Buultjens and later with Janis Sugden. 
I have always associated the SSC with the 
feeling that it is possible to come forward with 
good ideas, have them considered seriously 
DQG�VXFFHHG�LQ�EULQJLQJ�WKHP�WR�IUXLWLRQ��2YHU�
the years, there have been working parties 
and the running of courses, all of which have 
brought positive outcomes for organisers and 
SDUWLFLSDQWV� DOLNH� ²� QRW� WR�PHQWLRQ� WKH�ZLGHU�
world of visual impairment. 

7KH�ÀUVW�ZRUNLQJ�SDUW\�,�ZDV�LQYROYHG�LQ�FXOPLQDWHG�
in the publication of Cerebral Palsy and Visual 
Impairment in Children: Experience of 
collaborative practice in Scotland. This was 
a coming together of professionals from all over 
Scotland and from a wide variety of disciplines 
²�PHGLFLQH�� WKHUDS\��
education and more 
²� WDONLQJ� WRJHWKHU�
and indeed writing 
together to produce a 
publication containing 
a wealth of experience 
and knowledge. The 
professionals involved 
might not have had 
the opportunity to 
work together in their 
everyday professional 
lives, but through the 
vision of Marianna and 
the SSC, this unique gathering of professionals 
was made possible. 

Subsequently, Janis achieved the same goal 
WKURXJK� KHU� RUJDQLVDWLRQ� RI� WKH� (DUO\�<HDUV�
working group, a gathering of people from many 

different authorities 
and schools. This co-
operation resulted 
in the promotion 
in Scotland of the 
E a r l y  S u p p o r t 
D e v e l o p m e n t a l 
Journal for Babies 
and Children with 
Visual Impairment, 
using the expertise 
of Lorna Hall, and in 
the running of several 
FRXUVHV� RQ� (DU O\�
Years, with workshops run by a wide variety of 
experts.

An initiative that has been important for me 
over the years has been the opportunity to run 
courses on a number of topics, in particular 
FRQFHUQLQJ�0'9,�� 6SHFLDO� IRU�PH� ZDV� WKH�
chance to experiment and try out ideas for 
courses that were previously untried. The SSC 
leant their support to my desire to invite Inger 
Rødbroe from Denmark, an inspiring teacher 
from the world of multisensory impairment. 
We also tried out a course on video analysis, 
inviting participants to bring video of non-verbal 

Inger Rødbroe in action

Mary Lee

2012 Early  Years
DVD

completed
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communication from their own places of work and to share them with colleagues. Not an easy 
thing to do, but participants entered into the spirit of the day and supported each other in a very 
positive way. 

Many courses arose from a collaboration between the Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB), 
the Royal Blind School and the SSC, too many to mention here, but according to the evaluation 
sheets from participants, they were nearly always well received. Since many participants came on 
several courses, this helped to create a feeling that there is a ‘family’ of professionals in Scotland 
all working towards the same goal of an innovative and forward-looking educational provision for 
children with visual impairment.

,� ZRXOG� OLNH� WR� WDNH� WKLV� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR�PHQWLRQ� ,&(9,�
�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�WKH�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�5HKDELOLWDWLRQ�RI�
3HRSOH�ZLWK�9LVXDO�,PSDLUPHQW���

,�DP�VHFUHWDU\�WR�WKH�(XURSHDQ�%RDUG�RI�,&(9,�DQG�-DQLV�LV�WKH�
contact person for Scotland, so Scotland is well represented 
LQ�WKLV�(XURSH�ZLGH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ��,Q�HDUO\�-XO\������WKH�QH[W�

(XURSHDQ�FRQIHUHQFH�ZLOO�WDNH�SODFH�LQ�,VWDQEXO��7KH�FDOO�IRU�SDSHUV�ZLOO�VKRUWO\�EH�SXEOLVKHG�RQ�
their website (www.icevieurope2013.com) and I would urge anyone who is interested to come 
DORQJ��,W�LV�D�XQLTXH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�PHHW�SHRSOH�IURP�HDVWHUQ�DQG�ZHVWHUQ�(XURSH��WR�PDNH�IULHQGV�
and have some truly interesting and thought-provoking discussions. I shall be retiring from the 
ERDUG�LQ�-XO\������DQG�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�HOHFWLRQV�IRU�D�QHZ�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�IRU�WKH�(QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ�
countries. It would be great if that person were also from Scotland ...

Mary Lee
Secretary

(XURSHDQ�%RDUG�RI�,&(9,
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I was lucky enough to take two years out of my 
ophthalmology training to work in the Scottish 
6HQVRU\�&HQWUH��66&��RQ�WKH�9LVXDO�,PSDLUPHQW�
6FRWODQG��9,6��LQLWLDWLYH�EHWZHHQ���������ZLWK�
3URIHVVRU�*RUGRQ�'XWWRQ��0DULDQQD�%XXOWMHQV��
John Ravenscroft and many others. This gave 
me a great opportunity to learn more about 
childhood visual impairment. 

I assisted not only in the development of the 
9,6�GDWDEDVH�RI�FKLOGKRRG�YLVXDO�LPSDLUPHQW�
but also to raise awareness of the needs of 
visually impaired children amongst all the 
professional groups throughout Scotland such 
DV�9,�WHDFKHUV��UHKDELOLWDWLRQ�ZRUNHUV��FRPPXQLW\�SDHGLDWULFLDQV��RSKWKDOPRORJLVWV�DQG�RUWKRSWLVWV�
as well as parents and carers. 

7KH�RSSRUWXQLW\�KDV�VLQFH�YHU\�PXFK�GHÀQHG�P\�RSKWKDOPRORJ\�FDUHHU�DQG�DOORZHG�PH�WR�EXLOG�
on this initial experience and develop my own practice in my NHS consultant job in Fife. I still very 
much enjoy being involved in regular teaching events at the SSC and always feel very welcome 
when returning to visit. The SSC is seen as a major asset for special education in Scotland and 
looked upon with high regard by professionals in other countries. For me the SSC has been hugely 
important professionally and I hope it continues to offer support to all professionals, parents and 

carers involved in visual impairment long 
into the future. 

It is a special place with special people.

Dr Andrew Blaikie
&RQVXOWDQW�2SKWKDOPRORJLVW��)LIH

'Work Experience'

Expert hands help Andrew get dressed without creases
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Acknowledgements
I hope you have enjoyed reading this special edition of the SSC’s newsletter.  The contents 
GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�WKH�66&�FROODERUDWHV�ZLWK�RWKHUV�WR�IXOÀO�LWV�UROH�DV�D�QDWLRQDO�SURYLGHU�UHODWLQJ�
to the education of children and young people with sensory impairments. None of this would be 
possible without the support and genuine goodwill we have received from colleagues and friends 
over the years.

The SSC is indebted to many individuals, organisations and institutions both from within Scotland 
DQG�ZLGHU�DÀHOG�ZKR�KDYH�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�D�VHQVRU\�
impairment. There are too many to mention everyone individually but I would like to thank everyone 
who has contributed to our work and hope that we will have many more years of working together.  
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�6FRWWLVK�*RYHUQPHQW��WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�(GLQEXUJK�DQG�&$//�6FRWODQG�ZKR�DUH�
mentioned in my introduction, special thanks are due to:

�� 7KH�66&�$GYLVRU\�&RPPLWWHH�IRU�WKHLU�FRQWLQXHG�VXSSRUW��7RP�/RZH�LV�RXU�FXUUHQW�FKDLU�RI�WKH�
Advisory Committee which meets three times each year. The membership has representatives 
IURP�YROXQWDU\�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�DQG�ORFDO�DXWKRULWLHV�LQFOXGLQJ��'RPLQLF�(YHUHWW��51,%���-DQ�6DYDJH�
�1'&6���5DFKDHO�7RQJH��6HQVH�6FRWODQG���/LOLDQ�/DZVRQ�2%(��6&R'��0DULRQ�5HLG��0DQDJHU��
Fife Sensory Support Service) 
and Noreen Philips, HMIe 
�(GXFDWLRQ�6FRWODQG����

� 'U� *Z\QHGG� /OR\G� ZDV� D�
FDOPLQJ�LQÁXHQFH�DQG�RIIHUHG�
invaluable support to the SSC 
while she was the chair of the 
Advisory Committee during 
our funding crisis of 2011.

�� 7KH�)RUXP�IRU�+HDGV�RI�6HUYLFHV��6HQVRU\��+HDULQJ�,PSDLUHG��9LVXDO�,PSDLUHG���6FKRROV�DQG�
8QLWV�LV�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�VRXUFH�RI�DGYLFH��FROODERUDWLRQ�DQG�LQVSLUDWLRQ��8QGHU�WKH�FKDLUVKLS�RI�&DWKLH�
Finestone, Head of School and Service at Windsor Park, Falkirk, interesting and stimulating 
SURJUDPPHV�DUH�DUUDQJHG�ZKLFK�WKH�66&�KDV�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�DQG�EHQHÀW�IURP�

There are many individuals who have also been involved in the work of the SSC participating 
in development and research work over the years, delivering and supporting the SSC’s CPD 
programme and by contributing to the SSC’s publications and newsletters. Some individuals are 
mentioned specially because of the depth of their involvement with the SSC and for the impact and 
LQÁXHQFH�WKHLU�ZRUN�KDV�KDG�LQ�VKDSLQJ�WKH�ZD\�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�WKRVH�ZLWK�D�VHQVRU\�LPSDLUPHQW�
is dealt with in schools and homes across Scotland.

3URIHVVRU�*RUGRQ�'XWWRQ� DQG�'U�$QGUHZ�%ODLNLH� KDYH� DOZD\V� EHHQ� VR�ZLOOLQJ� WR� VKDUH� WKHLU�
expertise especially in the area of cerebral visual impairment due to brain damage in children.  

THE
FUTURE . . .
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Now legislation is in place ensuring the child is at the centre and collaboration between parents 
and professionals is a statutory requirement.  People who have attended any of the SSC courses 
RU�ZKR�KDYH�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�ZRUNLQJ�JURXSV�ZLOO�NQRZ�WKDW�*RUGRQ�'XWWRQ�DQG�$QGUHZ�%ODLNLH�KDYH�
DFWLYHO\�HQFRXUDJHG�WKLV�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV���0DUJHU\�%URZQLQJ�2%(�LV�DOZD\V�DSSURDFKDEOH�
and willing to share her expertise with SSC staff.  She regularly encourages the present staff with 
positive remarks about the work that they do. These small acts of kindness are appreciated and 
mean a lot to the staff. In his review of the SSC, Professor Martyn Roebuck advised the SSC 
UHJDUGLQJ�LWV�GHYHORSPHQW��2QH�RI�KLV�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�KHUDOGHG�WKH�DSSRLQWPHQW�RI�&3'�&RXUVH�
2UJDQLVHUV�LQ�������7KLV�ZDV�P\�ÀUVW�LQYROYHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�66&�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�VHFRQGHG�IURP�P\�
position as a teacher of the visually impaired to organise the CPD visual impairment programme 
DQG�,�FRQWLQXH�WR�SURGXFH�WKH�9,�UHODWHG�&3'�SURJUDPPH���0DU\�'RZHOO��*ODVJRZ���(LOHHQ�%XUQV�
(Inverclyde), Carole Torrance (West Lothian) and currently Margaret Miller (Dundee) have all 
produced an excellent CPD programme relating to Deaf education during their two years as CPD  
2UJDQLVHUV���,Q�WKLV�UROH�DW�WKH�66&��WKH�&3'�RUJDQLVHUV�ZRUN�FORVHO\�ZLWK�WHDFKHUV�DQG�RWKHU�
SURIHVVLRQDOV�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�WR�RIIHU�VKRUW�DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�&3'�FRXUVHV�IRU�WHDFKHUV��SDUHQWV�DQG�RWKHU�
SURIHVVLRQDOV���2YHU����\HDUV�WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�WRR�PDQ\�FRXUVHV�WR�QDPH�EXW�ZH�DWWDFK�D�VHSDUDWH�
list of the courses and many prestigious presenters who have collaborated with the SSC during 
this time which, I think you will agree, is impressive. 

It is, of course, appropriate to include people who are no longer with us but who 
are fondly remembered.

Dr Mary Brennan, who died in 2005, worked tirelessly for deaf children and their 
education and was a strong advocate of the recognition of British Sign Language 
(BSL). As an educator she encouraged many, student and professional alike, as 
a colleague she was stimulating and dedicated, and as a friend she was warm, 
supportive and a mine of humorous stories.

.HQ�&RUVDU��ZKR�GLHG� WKLV�\HDU��ZDV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�FKDLU�RI� WKH�66&�$GYLVRU\�
committee from 2005-2009.  He brought a wealth of knowledge and expertise to 
the SSC in a quietly assured and professional manner. The excellent relationships 
he had with academics, teachers, the voluntary sector and other professional 
bodies outwith education did much to enhance the SSC’s reputation within 
Scotland as a national centre.

7KH�66&
V�UHSXWDWLRQ�KDV�DWWUDFWHG�PDQ\�YLVLWRUV�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�IURP�QHDU�DQG�
far. Since the Millennium the SSC has welcomed colleagues from Japan, Cyprus, 
)LQODQG��%UD]LO��,QGLD��5RPDQLD��3UDJXH��,UHODQG��$PHULFD��0DODZL��6RXWK�.RUHD�
and, at the end of September, we are looking forward to welcoming old friends 
from Sweden lead by Harry Svensson.

Finally, I extend my thanks to everyone who has contributed to the SSC in any way, especially 
the support shown when the SSC’s funding and existence was in doubt. We hope that with your 
FRQWLQXLQJ�VXSSRUW�ZH�FDQ�FRQWLQXH�WR�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�SURYLVLRQ�IRU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�\RXQJ�
people with a sensory impairment in Scotland.

Janis Sugden, Co-ordinator
& Scottish Sensory Centre Team

Mary Brennan
1944-2005

Ken Corsar
1946-2012
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