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Happy Birthday
to us, Happy to us,
Happy Birthday
dear us, Happy
Birthday to us!

Introduction
Welcome to this special 21st birthday edition of
the Scottish Sensory Centre Newsletter.
I am absolutely delighted as the current coordinator to mark this event in the centre’s
history. This newsletter provides the opportunity
to look back over some of the events in this
period and also to look to the future and what it
might hold for the SSC. A few of these events and
developments are highlighted in the following
Janis Sugden

carried out through the SSC has had on the
education of children and young people who
have a sensory impairment.
There have been many changes in this period;
inclusion of children with additional support
needs in mainstream classrooms, including
sensory impairment, is now the norm. We believe
that the work we do contributes to the support
that these children need. We continue to offer
continuing professional development activities
for teachers, parents and other professionals
in the development of the competences they
require to support these children to maximise
their life chances now and in the future.
The SSC library and website continue to develop
and modernise and you will see in this newsletter
that they are held in high regard by those that
use them.
None of this would be possible without the
support and genuine goodwill we have received
from colleagues and friends over the years.
The SSC is indebted to many individuals,
organisations and institutions both from within
in the education of children and young people
with a sensory impairment. There are too many
to mention individually but I would like to thank
everyone who has contributed to our work and
hope that we will have many more years of
working together.

Special thanks are due to:
provided the core funding for the 21 years
allowing us to promote and develop effective
practices in the education of children and
young people with sensory impairments in
collaboration with local authorities, schools,
groups of teachers, voluntary organisations
parents and the young people themselves.

and Leadership in the Moray House School of
stimulation and sharing of ideas especially
space with us.
The past few years have been difficult and
the SSC has faced unprecedented funding
this foreword without offering thanks to everyone
who supported the SSC. The SSC Advisory
Committee were particularly helpful, chaired
Tom Lowe who is the current Chair. I would like
to give my personal thank you to the SSC team
for always being there to offer support, advice
and their willingness to take on tasks to make
sure the centre runs smoothly.
Janis Sugden
SSC Co-ordinator
2008 to present
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SSC in retrospect
This piece to celebrate 21 years of the Scottish Sensory Centre (SSC), is
offered as a personal recollection of the Centre from its creation in 1991
to my retiral as Co-ordinator in 2004. My thoughts will be supplemented
by other former members of SSC, and, no doubt, more detailed accounts
of the history, projects and many successes of the Centre will be compiled
by those presently involved in the work of the Centre.
The formation of SSC came about during, and because of, a period

Marianna Buultjens

primary and secondary education, to question their funding of two centres: Scottish Centre for

this as Moray House was originally established to train school teachers, and was the only place in
Scotland which offered award-bearing courses for teachers of children with sensory impairment). A
compromise was reached in accepting that the centres should be amalgamated. For bureaucrats,
it probably seemed like an obvious solution - after all, deafness and visual impairment are both
‘sensory’ impairments. For people with hearing impairment and deafness, or visual impairment and
pairing. However, the Centre came into being and, after much discussion, its name was eventually

There were both hard times and good times, in those early days, but as often happens with age,
to know one another, such as the British Sign Language classes we all took part in on the 2nd
we developed for our little signing practices, which had both ourselves and our BSL teacher in
stitches. Brain-storming and team-building were all the rage at that time and a weekend away in

think that those heroic early attempts to build relationships and ethos in the new Centre worked
and established a warm and positive working environment which has lasted for 21 years, despite
all the changes and challenging events.

training to be teachers of children with special educational needs, as the terminology then was.
The growing popularity of ‘modularised’ learning meant that teachers were allowed some days
to attend taught courses and then had to continue with reading, research and assignments while
carrying out their normal duties. The role of the newly-created SSC became vital in supporting
able to offer a postal lending service, to ensure that no matter where teachers lived in Scotland,
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technology developed, eventually free online. This also meant that all texts written by SSC staff
could be made available free online in downloadable format.

and a team of co-developers. During the 1980s a familiar sound emanating from Charteris 2/18,
had been the happy thumping of Perkins Braillers. Now that sound could be heard all over Scotland

An important part of SSC focus and work has always been collaboration with schools, such as
Donaldson’s School for the Deaf and The Royal Blind School, and with education authority support
services for children and young people with sensory impairments. This was, and I am sure still
is, a two-way positive experience and outcome, with school teaching staff contributing to the
developments and courses run by the SSC.
Awareness of the needs of parents of both pre- and school-age children
with sensory impairment was always present when the SSC courses or
visual impairment came with the collaboration with medical, social work and
parental organisations in setting up a Scottish National Support Service
Visual Impairment Scotland, which was and still is based
at the SSC.

Pupils in Scotland (ADPS), originally led by our sorely and dearly missed
strengths and needs of these pupils, as well as developing state of the art
resources for them.
The SSC staff contribute to developments in the Scottish school curriculum, such as, in my time,
the needs of children and young people with sensory impairment are taken into account.

secretarial and administrative and technical excellence of the SSC staff, have enriched the teaching
and publication work of the SSC through the outcomes of their externally-funded research projects.
These were always collaborative projects, often with other universities, sometimes international,
and with Centres such as the Call Centre, now CALL Scotland. We were delighted when we heard
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I was privileged to be Co-ordinator of the centre for 13 years and during that time to share the work
with strong, dedicated and hard-working colleagues who were also stimulating and often delightful
to be with. I have not mentioned them all by name, nor have I mentioned all their achievements
my gratitude and good wishes to them all. My thanks also go to chairpersons and members of the
SSC committees, who, over the years, gave their support to our work. I am grateful also to the
support and use of resources over the years. Thanks, also, are due for the many years of funding
to all the current SSC staff members on achieving 21 years (are you being given the ‘key’ to
Paterson’s Land?)

money, has always been seen as an anomaly. In my view it has been a marvellous ‘happenstance’

the SSC staff and the number of students attending the qualifying and non-qualifying courses.
Marianna Buultjens
SSC Co-ordinator: 1991-2004
The Scottish Sensory Centre (SSC)
Centre Project and was the baby
of Marianna Buultjens and Alison
Working in the SSC was such a happy
time where there was always scope
for developing ideas and building up

evident amongst those folk who
worked together and who visited
for courses and visits. Marianna
not only deserves credit for all the
work and energy she put into this
project and the way she nurtured
her colleagues, but also for sharing
her vision for the SSC with all
those who were interested. Without
her lead, and building of sound
foundations, things may well have
turned out differently.

Margaret Lee
was the development of the Braille
Distance Learning Course. It is so
exciting to see that, thanks to Morag Heeps
and now Alison Duthie, this course has grown Large numbers of friends and colleagues are
out of all recognition. Its popularity is not limited remembered with affection, and I am happy to
to Scotland and just never seems to wane. The say that I am still in touch with a number of them.
other project which took up a lot of time was the
May I take this opportunity to wish all who are
taking the work of the SSC forward, my good
wishes and my congratulation in their many
My enduring recollection of the SSC was achievements.
the warmth and friendship that was very
Margaret Lee
SSC Braille Tutor/Consultant: 1991-2004
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SSC website: www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk
1991, was originally published on Prestel. When
this technology was becoming obsolete in 1994,
we decided to rework the database and publish

I have reviewed your website and am pleased
with the community-based focus of your
special needs training.

programming for the Hypercard stack that held

Paul Ajuwon, Associate Professor,
Counseling, Leadership and Special

automatically exported to html (web) format.
Since I was setting up a vehicle for publishing
the database, I decided it would be a good idea
to set up a website for the SSC too. The original,
6 page website went online in 1995. Having got
our web presence organised, I decided to look
at what was already available on the internet. I

From May 1996 (when I worked out how to
like graphics) till December 2001 the website
had a total of 1,861,575 hits.

Now, 17 years later, it has 3,811 web pages,
4,027 video clips, 2,519 images, 35 pdfs, 59
docs, 7 audio clips and is now considered
‘Deaf resources’ websites consisted of
An
a world standard in low incidence
lists of links to other websites. A lot of
excellent
educational resources.
these linked websites were also lists
resource which I
and rarely I would come across an refer to frequently.
article or document. More often the
Specialist teacher,
from a little program called HighTime
end page would be a list of things a
Scotland 2011
which was a basic html editor, to Adobe
resource centre or education centre
did. At that point we decided that our
learn Flash animations; javascript; video
website would always have two clicks to a
choice of articles, documents or other materials compression and discovered the most important
hosted on the website. Coupled with this was web tool in the world is a wonderful thing called
the (at that time radical) philosophy that if we
produced it or delivered it at the SSC, it would be
available freely online to anyone who wanted it.

I just wanted to tell you that your
advice to parents is excellent.
... Please keep up the great work.
You have no idea what it means to
see such caring professionalism.
Parent, Scotland
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hits nowadays but they are no less impressive SSC website hits
rst 6 months of 2011,
The website has had a number of makeovers over
the years, sometimes going from one extreme
(lots of colours) to the other (completely white
background). It’s currently being overhauled
again, to keep it fresh and dynamic. Not only
that but you can now like us on Facebook and

SSC
website
set up,
6 pages

When we have been talking about how to work
I have always had SSC in my mind. When the
other members of the team saw your website the
immediate reaction was “this is what we should
become”.
Harry Svensson, National Agency for Special

material is essential and I recognise the time and commitment
which it takes to run a resource like this; I can only thank you
for continuing to support it.

Elizabeth Izatt
Website Manager
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SSC Resource Library
of materials amassed by members of the SSC team. The grand plan
was to create a lending library which could be used by teachers across

will know about the coloured labels which are stuck to every item in the
library, each indicating the larger subject groupings such as Yellow for
a great help in differentiating our materials from other libraries when it
comes time for people to return their loans as well as a great way to
know you’re in the right section of the library.
The catalogue was founded on Filemaker Pro which we still use today,
although the software has moved on a bit since then, and we also run
the members database alongside it. The catalogue to-date holds 3,539
have been indexed from our collection of periodicals. There were around
1,200 items on the database when I joined the SSC in 1998 taking over

The postal scheme, which was the initial impetus for the SSC Library

In 1999 the Scottish Association for the Deaf passed their library over to
us and shortly afterwards in 2000, they became the Scottish Council on
Deafness (SCoD) and we have continued a close relationship with them.
Today we have a unique collection of materials on the education of

the shelves of a few academics at Moray House all those years ago.
Sheila Mackenzie
Resource Library Manager
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Initiatives and Developments
Vision for Doing
The year after the SSC was formed, a hugely important work
in the area of vision assessment for children who had multiple
disabilities was published. This was the result of long years of
collaboration between Marianna Buultjens, SSC Co-ordinator
and Dr Stuart Aitken of CALL and Sense Scotland. The book
to make the most of this vision in a group of children who are
easily misunderstood.
This book is still in demand today and although it was aimed at
readily. While the book is no longer available in print it can be
downloaded from the SSC website.
www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/resources/vi&multi/visionbook.pdf

The Scottish course to train Teachers of Lipreading was developed under the auspices of the SSC
by a dedicated and talented team:

Judith Christie, Hearing Therapist, Lothian Health Board; and

which found a new home in Donaldson’s School for the Deaf.

Deaf Education Database (DEDb)
left the databases were amalgamated in 1997 into the Sensory Information Service, which ran
until 2004 when it was discontinued.
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Communication and Learning
Stuart Aitken, Marianna Buultjens, Catherine Clark, Jane T Eyre and
Laura Pease (eds), 2000

Carnbooth in the 1970s and 80s by Ailish Massey and her staff. This
new book updated and broadened the focus of educating children
and young people who were deafblind or multisensory impaired.

The book was published by David Fulton Publishers and is still
available.

Achievements of Deaf Pupils in Scotland (ADPS)
the administrator, an ever soothing presence
also spent time processing the huge amounts
of data which poured in every year. It was an
unenviable task.
Fortunately the data has recently been used
as part of the Deaf Achievements Scotland
Emily Healy, Dr Mary Brennan, Marian Grimes

Foundation (2009-2012).

to develop a database of information about
deaf children in Scotland, their education and

highly successful in gaining a wealth of data from
Scottish schools.
The team comprised of Dr Mary Brennan as
associate, and a driving force in the team,
with developing the very complex database
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Cerebral Palsy and Visual Impairment in Children:
experience of collaborative practice in Scotland
In 2000 an SSC workshop was organised in collaboration with Bobath

ophthalmology, speech and language therapy, physiotherapy, paediatrics,
occupational therapy and orientation and mobility.
. . I certainly found it useful . . . as I had not long started
here then, particularly the case study on Jenny and the
info by Professor Dutton.
Bobath Clinical Specialist Physiotherapist

it as

“a useful document to have access to and I
have gone to it to check a few things during
one or two blocks where I felt the need to
refocus on the child’s vision as a main area”.

Dig it yourself
In 2001, keen gardener as well as SSC website manager,

with visual impairments and complex needs. The project
used large adjustable planters which could be set at the
right height for the children to access and introduced a
variety of scented and/or textured plants, accessories
(such as Spiky the hedgehog) and tools. Teachers also
used the gardens within the curriculum with the children,
including language participation and art projects.
the equipment caused more of a sensation with the kids than the
construction of the gardens (which are still there)
and at Westerlea our then Database editor, Ian
Lancaster was a huge star and had about 3
or 4 kids as his groupies for the whole day.

Ian Lancaster
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Multi Media Curriculum Project

programme of development entitled ‘The Multimedia Curriculum
Support for Deaf Pupils Project’.

vice versa and it can support adults who are learning BSL through the numerous examples of BSL

by a series of interactive games focussing on prepositions and classroom or home activities.

Electronic Notetaking
purchase of laptops, specialised software, course running costs and tutor costs.

shares her thoughts of the experience.
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Achievements
of Deaf Pupils
in Scotland
project

give rise. The notes can be read in real-time
and after the fact, for the purposes of review
and revision, which can be particularly useful
for individuals who devote their attention to an
interpreter or lipspeaker during the event itself.
As a method of communication support,
electronic notetaking is often overlooked and has,
on occasion, been regarded as the poor relation
of BSL interpreting. While, collaboratively, the
two can combine well hand-in-hand (pardon the
Paula McGuire
been perceptive enough to witness one tiptoeing
you’re probably in the minority. In spite of the
undeniable need for such communication support
in all manners of academic and professional
scenarios, it’s still nigh on impossible to survive
a working week without being questioned over
the purpose, if not the validity, of notetaking.
Clearly, electronic notetaking is not a highadmittedly, as a novice is not a great deal of the
time, the satisfaction of knowing that the service
has, in some small way, lowered barriers to
information for another person heftily outweighs

accessing the spoken word by providing a typed
summary of verbal content to be read from a
screen. (The long version, ironically, would
include abbreviations, précis and specialised
software and is probably less interesting.)
The aim of the job is to bridge the gap between
the speaker and the listener by circumventing the
obstacles to spoken information to which certain
disabilities, including sensory impairment, might
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provide a valuable and accessible resource.
to be both challenging and inspiring in (almost)
equal measures and provided this complete
beginner with a solid, if somewhat tenselyheld, grasp of both the practical and theoretical
elements of the notetaking profession. With

glitz and glamour of life as a Language Service
Professional and has relished the opportunity
ever since.
adapting to fresh and assorted situations on a
daily basis and lugging several kilos of laptop
across sprawling university campuses is your
idea of a perfect working week, electronic
notetaking might well be an appropriate addition
Paula McGuire

www.littlelimetree.co.uk
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Sensory
Services

British Sign Language Glossary Projects: 2005-12

Since 2005 the SSC has been involved in hosting and creating
BSL glossaries, starting with the Maths glossary which were

ideas of covering other subject groups and the initial focus
has been on science.

culmination of lots of meetings to discuss the formation of signs,

fondly, “including sifting through 24 takes of ‘enzyme’.” The
working group collaborating on this development included Dr

Work has continued on, and the most recent development being undertaken by Dr Audrey Cameron

in the future.
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Developmental Journal for babies and children
with visual impairment
Naomi Dale, Consultant Clinical Psychologist,

The Journal was designed for families with a
young child with visual impairment and for the
professionals who work with them. It enables
parents to track their child’s development,
helping them to record and celebrate progress
through the early years. The Journal supports
partnership working between families and
professionals by providing a shared basis
for discussion and a common framework of
reference when many different people are in
contact with a child and family. It also supports
effective early intervention by improving
everyone’s understanding of the developmental
processes involved.

checked the Journal to see how relevant it
was within a Scottish context and found, apart
from some of the legislation, it was an excellent
resource. As a result, Dr John Ravenscroft
negotiated the purchase of 200 copies of the
Journal to disseminate across Scotland. The
SSC added an addendum to the Journal of the
relevant Scottish legislation and the only other
proviso from the authors of the Journal was that
its issue should be accompanied by training in
its use by someone trained to do so.

audience by its authors, Naomi Dale and Alison
Salt at an SSC course in December 2007.
Subsequently, Lorna Hall, recently taking early
retirement, was recruited by SSC and trained by
Alison and Naomi as the SSC’s Developmental
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Journal Tutor. Lorna has
been delivering outreach
training across Scotland
and beyond ever since,
as she relates in the next
article.
Please note that the Journal
is downloadable and this is recommended for
outreach training outside Scotland as the hard
copies are not mailed out.

Dr Naomi Dale, Lorna Hall, Dr Alison Salt

Street, I began to deliver training in the use of The
Developmental Journal. This has continued
since then and I have delivered the course
around the country, to support teams, sensory
teams, orthoptists, teachers, psychologists,

To those unfamiliar with it, the Journal is a fairly
large tome, in the form of a loose-leaf binder,
which is designed for parents and carers of
visually impaired babies and young children - up
to chronological age of 3. It is a developmental
framework to be used by parents in partnership

Cerebral
Palsy

2003

Impairment in
Children

Presenting the Journal to such a variety of groups has been a challenge at times but all recipients
have been very welcoming and receptive to the ideas and strategies presented. It has proved to

to visual impairment - have proved to be very enlightening to staff. Many have reported that they
would rethink their whole approach to babies after the training. As with almost all staff development
courses, the discussion between course members can be just as helpful as anything presented
Trim near Dublin recently. Separated as they are by large distances, they took every opportunity
to discuss the material, their current strategies and future developments.
It must always be remembered that the Journal was developed for use by parents and I can say
that from experience of using it, I found that parents appreciated having a picture in
their hands of the progress of development of their baby and also in knowing what
the next step was likely to be, as well as the knowledge of the vulnerable areas.
As for me, I’ll continue to work on my arm muscles as I deliver the course - and
Lorna Hall
Developmental Journal Tutor

SSC Pathway to Competence CPD Course
The Requirement for Teachers (Scotland)
Regulations 2005 came into force on 30th
September 2005. These requirements relate
to Teachers of the Deaf and Teachers of the

should be quality assured and the starting point
should be in meeting the needs of the children
and the additional competences required to do
that effectively.

working wholly or mainly with children and young
people who are sensory impaired must possess
been addressed by completing a postgraduate
Although education authorities have a duty to

is recognised that this is likely to remain the

the additional support needs of their pupils and
a responsibility to ensure that teachers hold

SSC has developed an alternative route to the
to demonstrate that they have the additional
competences required to support pupils with a
sensory impairment.

15

2004

(ASL)
(Scotland)
Act

The SSC, in collaboration with staff in Moray

version of the competences handbook in 2008.

Considerable revision and change was made to
the original documentation to develop the current
handbook for teachers who choose to take this
route of study.
The SSC Pathway to Competence course
is not a taught course; teachers fulfil the
learning outcomes through work-based learning,
professional visits and by accessing relevant
readings and an academic assignment. Course
members are allocated a tutor with relevant
expertise in this area who will support them
either in face-to-face tutorials, or by telephone,
emails, etc.
To-date three teachers have successfully
completed the whole of the Pathway to
Competence CPD Course for Teachers who are
pilot course and her comments were very helpful
when reviewing the course. Two teachers have

asked to comment on the portfolios submitted
by these two teachers. It was very reassuring
to hear her comment that the standard of both
these submissions compared favourably to the
standard of the assignments she has moderated
relating to the formal university programme. It is
recognised that some teachers, including class
teachers in mainstream and teachers in special
schools are not likely to require to demonstrate
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all of the competences. Six teachers elected
to complete parts of the course and each of
these has successfully completed these areas
of competence. It has been a very positive
experience for me as one of the tutors; the
that the teachers have shown. The evidence
supports the teachers’ professional skills and
abilities, the enhanced level of their knowledge
and understanding of sensory impairment and
its implications, but most of all the creative
in making the curriculum accessible to their
pupils. Currently twelve teachers are at various
have been received (three intend to complete
the whole course).
It is my belief that this course provides
teachers with a mechanism to demonstrate the
additional competences, knowledge, skills and
understanding required to meet the needs of the
children and young people that they support.
If you would like to know more about this course,
details are available on the SSC website or
you can contact the SSC directly to ask for
information.
Janis Sugden
SSC Co-ordinator

2005

BSL
Glossary
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SSC
Electronic
Notetaking
pilot
course

Habilitation and the Scottish Sensory Centre
and young people with visual impairment available in Scotland. Habilitation specialists work with
visually impaired children (from birth to 19) and their families to develop a child’s existing habilitation
- mobility, orientation and independence skills - to systematically enhance and maximise the child’s
independence. In the long term such skills will underpin a child’s - as a young adult - ability to
travel for interviews, hold down a job and live independently: they directly underpin the acquiring
of academic knowledge, skills and understanding developed through a child’s academic learning.

sought out new training programmes. At the same time Janis Sugden at the Scottish Sensory
Centre (SSC) and Angie Bisson at the Royal Blind School (RBS) were working with colleagues

to support habilitation work with children and young people.

Scottish Sensory Centre, under Janis Sugden played a crucial supporting role in the development

with children and young people in Scotland - graduate this year.
The Scottish Sensory Centre, as it celebrates its 21st anniversary, has a crucial and continuing role

store this represents) and by continuing to promote habilitation training and work for children and
habilitation training programmes drawing on the experience of the current programmes so that
children and young people with visual needs in Scotland and their families can continue to be
practice and contemporary Scottish and international research.

National Programme Leader

For details of habilitation training available in Scotland contact:
Janis Sugden janis.sugden@ed.ac.uk or Dr Wall directly via k.wall@ioe.ac.uk

17

2006

of the
Scottish
Borders
FLaT
Project

Language &
Deaf Education
Conference:
into the
21st
Century

Curriculum
Support
Groups:

In my role as SSC Co-ordinator I have been
involved in the delivery of this course as the
programme development advisor for the Scottish
pilot version of this course. It has been an
absolute privilege to take part in 90 per cent of

the practical classes lead by Angie Bisson from
The Royal Blind School.
The students came from a variety of backgrounds
including social work, nursing, mainstream and
special school settings. Many of the students
Scottish Cohort 2010-12
had not studied for many years, for them the
academic element appeared daunting initially, while others had recently completed degree level
programmes. The academic assignments are thoroughly scrutinised and are subject to the rules
all met these stringent criteria and in listening to the students’ comments I hear the relief in their

The practical aspects of the course are demanding and although a few of the students initially
found the high standard required onerous, I believe that these students, who now have an indepth understanding of why this is necessary, will demand the same high standards when they
are working with children, young people and their families.

has organised accommodation and arranged timetables to allow staff to share their expertise with
the group.

them well in their future role as Habilitation Specialists in Scotland where they will be pioneers
and take a leading part in the future of mobility and independence (habilitation) work with children
and young people who are blind or visually impaired.
Janis Sugden
SSC Co-ordinator & Scottish Programme Development
Adviser for the Habilitation Studies course
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Conferences
Managing Change in VI Education
Impairment Standing Committee in September
1996.
The three-day conference was held at the
issues arising from the changes in society
and technology at that time, as they affected
the education of young children and students
with visual impairment. As well as keynote
addresses, seminars and workshops, there
were opportunities for participants to display
records of their own work and to contribute to
discussions.

British Blind Sports, CALL Centre, Children

The main themes of the conference were:

Technological suppliers were in attendance
on the last day to demonstrate their products

Royal Blind School, Royal National Institute
for the Blind, Scottish Sensory Centre, Sense

Systems Ltd, Sight & Sound Technology Ltd
Technology.

were made by:

Dr Philippa Russell, Director, Council for
Disabled Children, National Children’s Bureau,
London
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Empower 97
house for 30 years and took place at the Cramond Campus which
was then still part of Moray House. Nestled in the proceedings
we can see that Barry McCormick delivered a paper on Cochlear
implants to an audience of whom only half had direct contact with
the technology before. Connie Mayer, apparently no stranger to the
SSC even then, also presented a paper showing how applicable
research is to teachers of the deaf.
The barman was having dreadful trouble getting his lager working.
Next in the queue was a Deaf delegate who patiently watched the
proceedings and when it was her turn signed, “I’ll have the same”.

Achievements of Deaf Pupils in Scotland Project
(ADPS)
This 2004 conference provided one of the
first opportunities to disseminate up-to-date
information on the ADPS project to a wider
audience and there were over 50 delegates
in attendance. The ADPS project had been
gathering information on a yearly basis on the
population of deaf children within Scotland since
achievements and attainments, raised a range of
issues of interest to those in local authorities who
were responsible for overseeing provision, eg,
teachers of deaf children, mainstream teachers
with deaf children in their classes, parents of deaf
children, professionals working with deaf children
and deaf adults. The 2004 contributors included:
Professor Pamela Munn, Head of Moray House
the ADPS Team (Dr Mary Brennan, Marian
Cathie Craigie, MSP, Chair of Cross Parliamentary
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Stakeholder representatives:
Marie McCormack, Lorna Mortis and Anne
Cowgill;
Deaf organisation representatives,

2009

SSC
Pathway
to
Competence

We set off for Dunblane Hydro on the Thursday
night - it was dark when we arrived, and quite a
lot later than I’d hoped owing to a slight detour

to discuss these issues with their peers as well
as the presenters themselves. The conference
was also an appropriate way of paying tribute to
rights of deaf children and their families.
Dunblane Hydro March 2006

suites in the hotel and John Ravenscroft (then
Co-ordinator of the SSC) offered an unrenovated
room with a serious mould problem. There
wasn’t much time to enjoy the accommodation
though as SSC staff were on the go from before
breakfast until we collapsed in our overheated
rooms much later that night. Any ideas of using
the spa quickly evaporated.
"Lots of food for thought - have found
the speakers quite inspirational."

Fortunately the conference itself went much
more smoothly and attendees were pleased
with the opportunity to link current research with
current practice and many said they went home
with lots of ideas.
A team of highly respected academic speakers

"A great gathering
of educatiors."

Connie Mayer from Canada; Marc Marschark
from Australia; all names which you will see
in abundance on books and journals on Deaf

"Worthwhile and current."

Participants also appreciated the opportunity
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2010

Habilitation
Studies

Research and Practice
for the most recent conference to be organised
by SSC. Not being a custom-built 21st Century
lecture theatre caused its own problems though
as we nervously waited at 9.30 am for the
technical team to turn up with the screen and
projector equipment. As usual Marc Marschark
was the voice of calm and everything was ready
in time for the start of the conference.

and her team to report on the research they
have been doing on the Deaf Achievements
Scotland (DAS) project. This research followed
up a previous project Achievement of Deaf
Pupils in Scotland between 2000 and 2005.
The initial project collected data from teachers
of deaf children on 2,086 deaf children from
across Scotland. Through a data sharing
track the achievement of 540 pupils from the
ADPS study at S4. Two unique features make
achievement of 54 profoundly deaf children who
have been implanted at a much younger age.
Secondly, the effects of having a mild hearing
loss (144 children) can be studied in much more
detail than before. For example, we found that
the mean tariff score at S4 was 137 for deaf
pupils compared to a mean score of 175 for all
Scottish pupils. Further analysis showed that
there was a correlation between the tariff score
with socio-economic status and with degree
of hearing loss. Analyses of levels of support
over the ADPS project period are compared
with outcomes. Results suggest that services
for deaf children may use audiological labels to
allocate levels of support, and as a consequence
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moderately deaf children and some mildly deaf
children receive less support than they need
to succeed in the education system. At a time
of cutbacks in school support services, this is
reported on a questionnaire to deaf young
school. The team are continuing their research
project until August 2012.

Professor Marc Marschark,
Partnerships National
Technical Institute for the
Deaf, Rochester Institute of
Technology & Moray House
Professor
Te r e z i n h a N u n e s ,
Cathy Rhoten, Western
Pennsylvania School
for the Deaf Pittsburgh,
Julie Arendt, DAS project,
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2011

Feedback from participants:
How will you use what you have learned
today?

what’s happening in places outside
Scotland."
"Have a heightened awareness of how
deaf students function."
t

rend

A
Julie

Rachel O'Neill

Cathy

Rhote

The speakers reported on their research as,
although the education systems are quite
different in their countries, the issues and
challenges presented are remarkably common:
early support, accountability, improving access
to classroom learning and setting high standards.
Part of the conference also included Poster
contributions offering more research perspectives
for delegates to consider - see list below.

n

"As a parent it improved my understanding
of how my child learns."
"In practical classroom situation and pass on
better-informed awareness to mainstream staff."
What was best about the conference?
"Speakers were all very interesting and
"High quality research. Big international names."
"Being at this conference highlights to me the
breadth of skills involved in deaf education …"
"The event overall was stimulating and thoughtprovoking."

Conference Posters
How can we improve access to SQA exams for signing deaf
candidates?
Collecting,
Adding Sign Language Animation to the
ECHOES Multimodal Technology Enhanced Learning Environment
Impairment Service, Crosshouse: Finger Spellathon
Baby & Toddler Music Therapy Initiative
:
deaf children who use British Sign Language
Perspectives on academic and social aspects
of deaf and hearing children and their hearing parents
Scottish Sensory Centre: Best Practice Guidelines in Early Years Work with Deaf Children and their Families
in Scotland: an Early Intervention Approach for Scotland

Unpacking and exploring
Government statistics on sensory impairment
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DVD
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Congratulation to the Scottish Sensory Centre
(SSC) on its 21st anniversary. It has been a
pleasure to be associated with the SSC for
Marianna Buultjens and later with Janis Sugden.
I have always associated the SSC with the
feeling that it is possible to come forward with
good ideas, have them considered seriously
the years, there have been working parties
and the running of courses, all of which have
brought positive outcomes for organisers and

different authorities
and schools. This cooperation resulted
in the promotion
in Scotland of the
Early Support
Developmental
Journal for Babies
and Children with
Visual Impairment,
using the expertise
of Lorna Hall, and in
the running of several

Mary Lee

world of visual impairment.
Years, with workshops run by a wide variety of
experts.
in the publication of Cerebral Palsy and Visual
Impairment in Children: Experience of
collaborative practice in Scotland. This was
a coming together of professionals from all over
Scotland and from a wide variety of disciplines
education and more
and indeed writing
together to produce a
publication containing
a wealth of experience
and knowledge. The
professionals involved
might not have had
the opportunity to
work together in their
everyday professional
lives, but through the
vision of Marianna and
the SSC, this unique gathering of professionals
was made possible.
Subsequently, Janis achieved the same goal
working group, a gathering of people from many
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An initiative that has been important for me
over the years has been the opportunity to run
courses on a number of topics, in particular
chance to experiment and try out ideas for
courses that were previously untried. The SSC
leant their support to my desire to invite Inger
Rødbroe from Denmark, an inspiring teacher
from the world of multisensory impairment.
We also tried out a course on video analysis,
inviting participants to bring video of non-verbal

Inger Rødbroe in action

scottish sensory centre

of Children &
Young People
with a Sensory
Impairment
in Scotland:
Research

communication from their own places of work and to share them with colleagues. Not an easy
thing to do, but participants entered into the spirit of the day and supported each other in a very
positive way.
Many courses arose from a collaboration between the Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB),
the Royal Blind School and the SSC, too many to mention here, but according to the evaluation
sheets from participants, they were nearly always well received. Since many participants came on
several courses, this helped to create a feeling that there is a ‘family’ of professionals in Scotland
all working towards the same goal of an innovative and forward-looking educational provision for
children with visual impairment.

contact person for Scotland, so Scotland is well represented

their website (www.icevieurope2013.com) and I would urge anyone who is interested to come
and have some truly interesting and thought-provoking discussions. I shall be retiring from the
countries. It would be great if that person were also from Scotland ...
Mary Lee
Secretary

25

'Work Experience'
I was lucky enough to take two years out of my
ophthalmology training to work in the Scottish

John Ravenscroft and many others. This gave
me a great opportunity to learn more about
childhood visual impairment.
I assisted not only in the development of the
but also to raise awareness of the needs of
visually impaired children amongst all the
professional groups throughout Scotland such
as well as parents and carers.

on this initial experience and develop my own practice in my NHS consultant job in Fife. I still very
much enjoy being involved in regular teaching events at the SSC and always feel very welcome
when returning to visit. The SSC is seen as a major asset for special education in Scotland and
looked upon with high regard by professionals in other countries. For me the SSC has been hugely
important professionally and I hope it continues to offer support to all professionals, parents and
carers involved in visual impairment long
into the future.
It is a special place with special people.
Dr Andrew Blaikie

Expert hands help Andrew get dressed without creases
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I hope you have enjoyed reading this special edition of the SSC’s newsletter. The contents
to the education of children and young people with sensory impairments. None of this would be
possible without the support and genuine goodwill we have received from colleagues and friends
over the years.
The SSC is indebted to many individuals, organisations and institutions both from within Scotland
impairment. There are too many to mention everyone individually but I would like to thank everyone
who has contributed to our work and hope that we will have many more years of working together.
mentioned in my introduction, special thanks are due to:

Advisory Committee which meets three times each year. The membership has representatives

Fife Sensory Support Service)
and Noreen Philips, HMIe

invaluable support to the SSC
while she was the chair of the
Advisory Committee during
our funding crisis of 2011.

Finestone, Head of School and Service at Windsor Park, Falkirk, interesting and stimulating

There are many individuals who have also been involved in the work of the SSC participating
in development and research work over the years, delivering and supporting the SSC’s CPD
programme and by contributing to the SSC’s publications and newsletters. Some individuals are
mentioned specially because of the depth of their involvement with the SSC and for the impact and
is dealt with in schools and homes across Scotland.

expertise especially in the area of cerebral visual impairment due to brain damage in children.
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Now legislation is in place ensuring the child is at the centre and collaboration between parents
and professionals is a statutory requirement. People who have attended any of the SSC courses

and willing to share her expertise with SSC staff. She regularly encourages the present staff with
positive remarks about the work that they do. These small acts of kindness are appreciated and
mean a lot to the staff. In his review of the SSC, Professor Martyn Roebuck advised the SSC

position as a teacher of the visually impaired to organise the CPD visual impairment programme
(Inverclyde), Carole Torrance (West Lothian) and currently Margaret Miller (Dundee) have all
produced an excellent CPD programme relating to Deaf education during their two years as CPD

list of the courses and many prestigious presenters who have collaborated with the SSC during
this time which, I think you will agree, is impressive.
It is, of course, appropriate to include people who are no longer with us but who
are fondly remembered.
Dr Mary Brennan, who died in 2005, worked tirelessly for deaf children and their
education and was a strong advocate of the recognition of British Sign Language
(BSL). As an educator she encouraged many, student and professional alike, as
a colleague she was stimulating and dedicated, and as a friend she was warm,
supportive and a mine of humorous stories.

Mary Brennan
1944-2005

committee from 2005-2009. He brought a wealth of knowledge and expertise to
the SSC in a quietly assured and professional manner. The excellent relationships
he had with academics, teachers, the voluntary sector and other professional
bodies outwith education did much to enhance the SSC’s reputation within
Scotland as a national centre.

far. Since the Millennium the SSC has welcomed colleagues from Japan, Cyprus,

Ken Corsar
1946-2012

and, at the end of September, we are looking forward to welcoming old friends
from Sweden lead by Harry Svensson.
Finally, I extend my thanks to everyone who has contributed to the SSC in any way, especially
the support shown when the SSC’s funding and existence was in doubt. We hope that with your
people with a sensory impairment in Scotland.
Janis Sugden, Co-ordinator
& Scottish Sensory Centre Team
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