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Across the Barricades by Joan Lingard
Chapter 1
Kevin McCoy and Sadie Jackson meet. They have not seen each other for three years.  They catch up on what has been happening in each other’s lives.  They meet Linda Mullet, a friend of Sadie’s.

1. What does Linda remember about Kevin?

2. What does Sadie say about Linda to Kevin?
Chapter 2
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We meet the rest of the Jackson family – Mr and Mrs Jackson and Sadie’s brother called Tommy.  Mr Jackson is a member of the Orange Lodge.

1.   Why is Mr Jackson upset with Tommy?

Tommy is going out with Linda Mullet.  Linda Makes Tommy angry that night.

2.   Why does Linda make Tommy angry?

3.  What does Linda tell Mrs and Mrs Jackson about Sadie?

Chapter 3
Kevin is late home.  Uncle Albert visits the McCoys.  Mrs McCoy is worried about Kevin because of ‘the troubles’.  She does not see the need for fighting.

1.   Where does she wish that she could be?

Brede, Kevin’s sister, goes to visit her friend, Kate.  Kate asks Brede about Kevin.

2.  What do we learn about the relationship between Kate and Kevin?
There is trouble in the street.  Young children are throwing stones and bricks at some soldiers.  Gerald is one of the gang – he is a younger brother of Kevin and Brede.  Brede is angry.  
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3.  What does Gerald call Brede?

Brian Rafferty arrives and argues with Brede.

4.  What do they argue about?

5.   What news does Kate tell Brede about Brian?
Chapter 4
Sadie and Kevin chat on Cave Hill.  They then go to the café to eat and to drink.  Sadie meets two of her workmates.

1.  What do they do when Sadie introduces Kevin to them?

Sadie and Kevin argue in the café.

2.  What do they argue about?

3. Who apologises first?

Kevin walks Sadie most of the way home.

4.  Why does he not walk her to her door?

5. What happens on their way home?

Chapter 5
Mrs Jackson is visited by a neighbour, Mrs Mullet, who is the local gossip.  Mrs Jackson is angry after her visit?

1.  Why is Mrs Jackson angry?
Tommy Jackson and Linda Mullet meet Steve, a friend of Tommy’s.

2.  What does Steve tell Tommy?
Tommy and Linda argue after meeting Steve and after meeting Sadie and Kevin.

3.  What do they argue about?
Mr Jackson tells Sadie that he dopes not want her to see Kevin again.

4.  What does Sadie say about this?
Chapter 6
Kevin tells his sister, Brede, that he has been out with Sadie Jackson.

1.  Is he going to see her again?
Kevin is upset after meeting an old friend, Brian Rafferty.
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 Why is he upset?

3. What does Brian have hidden in his home?

4. Where does he want to hide it?

5. What does he call Kevin?

Chapter 7
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Sadie and Kevin enjoy a day out together.  

1.  Where do they go?

2.   What do they do?

Kevin tries the shooting gallery in the arcade.

3.  Why does this make him feel sad/depressed?

4. Does he tell Sadie why?

Later on Sadie and Kevin argue at the beach.

5.  Why do they argue?

6. Do they make up?

Sadie and Kevin get a lift home.

7.  Who gives them a lift?

Chapter 8
Kevin introduces Sadie to his Uncle.

1.   Why does Sadie not tell Kevin’s Uncle where she lives?
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The car breaks down.  They all have to get out and walk.  They are stopped at an army checkpoint.

2.  Why? What has happened?

Kevin’s Uncle wants to walk Sadie home.  Kevin encourages his uncle to go straight back to his own house.

3.  Why?

Kevin shows his courage at the end of this chapter. 

4.  How does he do this?
Chapter 9

Mr Jackson, with his son Tommy and their neighbour, Mr Mullet, meet Sadie and Kevin in the street.  They have been searching for Sadie for hours.  A fight nearly breaks out between Kevin, Sadie’s dad and Mr Mullet.
1.  Who acts as the Peacemaker and tries to stop the fight?
On his way home Kevin sees a man shot dead by soldiers.  He also meets Brian Rafferty.  

2.  Why is Brian so angry with Kevin?

Next day Kate, Brede’s friend, wants Kevin to join in a picnic that afternoon but he refuses.

3.  How does Kate feel about this?

4. Who does Kate then meet?

Kevin meets Sadie again later that day.  They spend a lovely evening together.  They decide to go home separately.

5.  Why do they go home separately?

6. What happens to Kevin on his way home?

Chapter 10
Brede decides to see Sadie in her home.  Mrs Mullet sees her.  Brede and Sadie go to a café to chat in private.

1.  Why does Brede want to talk to Sadie?

2. How does Sadie react to what Brede has to say?

Chapter 11
Kevin goes to meet Sadie along the riverpath.  He is off work because of his injuries.  Kevin feels faint.

1.  Who helps him?

Sadie arrives.  She recognises the man.

2.  How did Sadie know this man?

3. What do you learn about him in this chapter?

Sadie and Kevin are alone together at last.  She talks to him.

4.  What has Sadie decided to tell Kevin?

Chapter 12
Sadie and Kevin are dropped off, separately, near their homes by Mr Blake.  He invites them to his house for supper later on in the week.

1.  Why does he do this?

Sadie tells Tommy that she lost her job.  

2.  Why did this happen?

Mrs McConkey’s shop is set on fire.  The Jacksons and other families living nearby are evacuated.  Mrs Mullet said she saw a stranger – a girl- in Mrs McConkey’s shop that day.

3.  Who was the stranger?

4. Why does an argument break out between the Millets and Brede and Tommy?
Sadie goes into town the next day.  On the way she meets Steve, a friends of Tommy’s.

5.  Why is Steve angry?

Sadie also meets Linda Mullet.  She does not tell Linda that she is now unemployed.  In town she sees the latest local news on a billboard.

6.  What does it say?

Chapter 13
Sadie goes to visit Mr Blake after the death of Mrs McConkey.  Mr Blake offers her a job as his home help/ cleaner.  Sadie meets Moira Henderson, a neighbour of Mr Blake.

1.  What do Sadie and Moira have in common?

2. Why is Moira in a better position than Sadie?

Sadie offers to look after Moira Henderson’s children each afternoon.  Moira accepts and insists that Sadie is paid for this.

3.  What is Moira going to do each afternoon?
Sadie and Kevin spend time alone together at Mr Blakes.

4.  Why do both of them think that they ‘must be careful’?

Chapter 14
Mrs McCoy chats to Mrs Kelly, Kate’s mum.  Mrs Kelly annoys Mrs McCoy.  Mrs Kelly later on helps Mrs McCoy.

1.  How and why?

On his way home from Mr Blake’s, Kevin meets Kate Kelly.

2.  What news does she tell him?

3. Why is Kate upset?

Brede learns from Kevin that he is seeing Sadie.  She also learns of his meeting with Kate.

4.  Why does Brede warn Kevin?

Sadie accidentally meets Linda Mullet and Steve in the local café.

5.  Why are they both angry with Sadie?

The army begins to search the neighbourhood.  They have had a tip-off.  They are searching every home.  
6.  Whose home is about to be searched?
Chapter 15
The army searches the Rafferty’s house.  They find nothing.  They also search the McCoy’s and again find nothing.  Later on the soldiers return to the McCoys.

1.  Why do they go to the McCoy’s house again?

2. Who has told on Kevin?
Brede goes to the police station.  Kevin is eventually freed.

3.  What is the connection?
Kevin is angry.  Brede thinks that he wants revenge.

4.  Who does he wait for in the alley and why?

Chapter 16
Mr Blake burns some letters.  He does not want Sadie to see them.

1.  Why?

Kevin arrives at Mr Blakes with blood on his shirt.

2.  What has happened?

3. How does he feel about it?
Sadie returns home and meets Tommy.  He is carrying a bottle of turpentine.

4.  Why?

5. What does Tommy advise Sadie to do?

Sadie, Kevin and Mr Blake plan to have a day out in the countryside.  It is a lovely morning when they set off in Mr Blake’s car.  On the costal road something happens.

6.  What happens?

Chapter 17
Mr Blake, Sadie, Kevin and Jack the dog all survive the accident.  Next morning the police visit Mr Blake’s home.  

1.  What do they tell him?

Sadie and Kevin decide to meet less often at Mr Blakes.

2.  Why?

On his way home Kevin changes his mind.  He decides not to see Sadie again.

3.  Why?
He also calls into the scrap yard to tell Mr Kelly he is now fit for work.  He finds out that he has lost his job.

4.  What reason is he given?

5. What warning does he give Mr Kelly?

Kevin is now unemployed.  He finds out in the Labour Exchange that he has very little prospect of finding another job.  

6.  Give the reasons why – did he finish his apprenticeship?

Chapter 18
The ‘Twelfth of July’ is approaching.  In the Protestant area, people are preparing for the celebrations.  Sadie is sad.  

1.  Why?
The big day arrives.  Sadie does not join with her family in watching the Orange Parade.  She goes to Bangor.

2.  Who does she meet there?

3. What does he tell her?

Mr and Mrs McCloy and the younger children go away for a week’s holiday.  Brede and Kevin are left in charge.  Brede knows that Kevin is still seeing Sadie.  
4.  How often do they see each other and where?
Mr Kelly offers Kevin his job back.  Kevin refuses in spite of what he has said to Sadie.  Kevin is unhappy.

5.  Why? – what is happening in the streets?

Chapter 19
Mike Henderson arrives at the Jackson home.  He has some terrible news for Sadie.

1.  What is this news?

2. Why does Sadie feel guilty?

Kevin makes a decision.  

3.  When and where does he tell Sadie about this?
Chapter 20
Kevin says ‘goodbye’ to his family.  They are sad but realise that his leaving is probably for the best.

1.  Where is Kevin going?

On the way to catch the bus, Kevin meets Kate Kelly.

2.  What does she admit to him?

3. How does Kevin feel about this?

Kevin arrives at Belfast Docks.

4.  Who is waiting for him?

5. What does she tell him?
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