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SIDEBAR 4.1

Guide to Observational Assessment of Functional Vision
Observations of an individual’s use of functional vision during everyday routines can include the following behaviours and characteristics:
· Reading ability and efficiency: Describe reading characteristics noted, such as preferred print size, distance from eyes to page, lighting required, reading fluency, and reading speed.
· Reading or close-viewing behaviours: Describe any head tilts, eccentric viewing, finger pointing, place keeping, or reading letter by letter.

· Pictures: Describe size of pictures viewed and seen and whether they are black and white or colour; photographs or line drawings, pictures with complex backgrounds, or single objects.

· Preferred viewing distances for near and far work: Describe target, including its size and distance.
· Preferred or optimal positioning for viewing: Describe target and its position – held below, above, to one side or the other.

· Use of writing equipment: Describe use of pens, pencils, markers, and any specific writing guides.

· Writing: Describe use of print and cursive letters, their size and legibility. Does the person read his or her own writing? What size writing can he or she read?

· Copying, drawing, cutting or other relevant eye-hand co-ordinating tasks: Describe task(s) and any information pertinent to task completion such as slow performance or errors noted. For young children, determine if they can colour within lines or cut along lines.

· Colour identification and use: Describe viewing of primary colours, pastels, and any colour preferences.

· Lighting requirements; performance in different lighting conditions: Describe performance variations in different lighting conditions, adaptation from light to dark or dark to light, effects of glare, lighting conditions of daily environments.

· Contrast needs: Describe examples of performance with low-contrast and high-contrast materials.

· Mobility and distance tasks: Describe walking, running and ability to locate large objects. Describe any unusual behaviours such as tripping or bumping into objects below, above, or to one side; hesitant gait; hesitation on stairs; or slowing down in bright light or dim light.

· Near object location and reach: Describe ability to locate desired small objects, and their size, search techniques, direct or indirect reach for objects, overreaching or underreaching for objects.

· Use of eyeglasses: Are eyeglasses kept clean, in good condition, and easy to locate? Describe use: wears regularly or for specific activities, takes off all the time, takes off to read or to see at distance, looks over the top regularly, pulls outward to look through when carefully examining objects.

· Use of optical devices: Are devices kept clean, in good condition, and easy to locate? Describe use: used for prescribed purposes, not used at all, used for other purposes, how they are held in relation to visual target and eyes.
· Use of special equipment: Describe specific type and use of computer, closed-circuit television magnifier, adaptive devices such as bold-lined paper, reading stand, reading lamp, adaptive sports equipment.

· Requests for assistance: Are they appropriate or unusually demanding? Is the person not able to request?
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