[image: image1.jpg]scottish sensory centre





   [image: image2.png]




Note of Technology Group (Hearing Support) Meeting held at the SSC on 28 May 2014 at Scottish Sensory Centre.
Present: Alison Attwood, Carol Etherson, Julie Fordyce, Sheila Mackenzie, Alan MacQueen, Conor Mervyn, Katrina Murray, Brian Shannan, Louise Simmons, Alan Simpson, Susan Skirving, Janis Sugden Amanda Walker and Philippa Waterston.
1. Matters Arising
Website now up and running at www.ssc.education.ed.ac.uk/technology/list.html. Hosts the minutes and links to useful sites. Members were encouraged to submit ideas for inclusion on the website. 
Requested to invite Annette Foulcer, SQA to come to talk to the group on Nat 4.

Agreed to change name to Technology Group (Hearing Support).

ACTION: ALL
2. Toolkit discussion
There was a wide ranging discussion on the ways that we could approach a toolkit. Settling on these main headings: Deafness: Medical and Identity; Skills for success; Technology; Case studies. There was some concern about duplication of information held in other publications such as those produced by NDCS, Action on Hearing Loss etc. There was also disagreement about the purpose and scope of a possible publication.
3. Sub Group Discussion
Sub group notes are appended. There was some discussion about the overall direction of the Group meetings. 
4. AOCB

Alison Attwood showed a very interesting video of classroom staff talking about their experiences of using technology for listening. It was suggested that other members of the group could bring a “Show and Tell” example for the next meeting. It is hoped we can explore examples of thinking outside the box with technology and/or the challenges faced.
The idea of an online forum was highlighted as the many of the group would value this kind of exchange of information.
ACTION: Forum to be set up by Sheila Mackenzie 

5. Next meeting 
Monday, 15 September 2014 from 11.00 – 3pm at the SSC.

Technology Group (Hearing Support)
28th May 2014
Small group notes
Deafness
· What it means to be deaf/have a deaf child (anecdotes from deaf children/families).

· The Ear.

· Types of deafness.
· Diagram of the ear – how sound travels – simple one ( links to NDCS – sounds.

· Cochlear implant image – internal/external ( links to Cochlear/Advanced Bionics.

· Levels of deafness.

· Late onset of deafness.

· Checklist box – hearing impairment ( possible signs of deafness.

· Teenager with late onset: image of person with late onset; positive experience.

Levels of Deafness

· permanent.

· conductive (temp/permanent).

· bilateral.

· unilateral.

· levels of losses – mild, moderate, severe, profound.

Impacts of HI

· noisy situations.

· tiredness/dreamlike state.

· zoning out.

· intermittent loss impacting on phonics.

APD (grey area)
· formal assessment.

· budget – equipment.

· different service approaches.

Auditory Memory

•
working memory games.


programme of work to use in schools (case study for success).

Deafness with ASN team supporting child - GIRFEC

•
general summary.

•
acknowledge IT – 40% with ASN and Deafness.

•
autistic tendencies displayed.

Parent Support

· diagnosis.

· Supporting parents of BME 

•
Background – stigma of HI.

Technology

•
Early years: hearing aids/CI’s (types), BC/post aural, FMs (assistance listening device), iPad.

· Nursery:  Loops, Soundfields, FMs etc, hearing aids/CI’s, iPad.

•
Primary: HA/CI’s, direct input leads for music/smartboards etc, subtitles.

· Secondary.

· Further Education/life.

Skills for Success - Technology

0-3 

· Support to accept/understand (emotional challenges) and manage hearing aids – ref NDCS staff, resources and ToD, Audiologist.

(
· FM Home – challenge ( challenge ( training for effective use ( parents.


Early years – understanding the impact of deafness ( staff & pupils + (
Skills for Success
· Age/stage levels 0-3 pre-school/primary/secondary.
· SSC positive play DVD ( good examples of learning and language acquisition + NDCS.
· Positive parenting ( effective hearing aid management.
· Early intro to FM ( up to adulthood.
· NDCS resources to help literacy and numeracy.
· Oxford resources for diagnostic assessment (EAL have assessments too).
· Skills: listening, lipreading, literacy, numeracy.
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